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Tliooias  Fraocis  Morris  II 

1890  ^ 1974 

(Personal  Qlnhute 


By  DR.  GLENN  E.  jACKSON 

President,  The  Essay-Proof  Society 

ON  JUNE  5,  1965,  I received  a letter  from  Mr.  Morris  telling  me  to  be  sure  to 
attend  the  next  Essay-Proof  Society  meeting  (I  have  only  missed  three  meetings 
in  the  last  ten  years)  as  he  had  come  by  some  rare  and  unusual  material  and 
knew’  I would  be  thrilled  to  see  it.  He  showed  it,  w’hich  was,  as  he  said,  “rare  and 
unusual.”  It  consisted  of  a group  of  original  wash  drawings  along  with  the  die  proofs 
of  the  vignettes  and  proof  notes  utilizing  the  vignettes.  They  bore  the  imprint  of  Well- 
stood,  Benson  & Hanks,  and  Wellstood,  Hanks,  Hay  & Whiting. 

That  night  after  the  meeting,  while  waiting  for  our  trains  in  Grand  Central  Station, 
he  told  me  of  his  desire  to  exhibit  this  material  at  the  ANA  convention  in  Chicago  in 
August,  1966.  I volunteered  to  prepare  and  mount  the  material.  He  said  he  would 
pay  all  my  expenses  for  the  trip  to  Chicago,  which  he  did. 

We  had  a great  trip  out  on  the  20th  Century  Limited.  As  we  journeyed  across 
New  York  State  and  all  the  way  to  Chicago,  he  kept  me  informed  as  what  was  the 
next  town.  He  told  me  of  the  days  when  he  worked  on  the  20th  Century  Limited  as 
a public  secretary.  In  those  days,  1911  and  1912,  the  train  carried  the  prominent  busi- 
nessmen of  the  day — Armour,  Cudahy,  Steinmetz,  and  the  like.  They  would  dictate 
letters,  get  a shave  and  shoe  shine,  and  he  ready  for  business  upon  arrival  in  New  \ ork 
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or  Chicago.  Mr.  Morris  was  proud  of  his  association  with  the  railroads  over  the 
years,  beginning  humbly  as  secretary  on  the  20th  Century  Limited. 

He  studied  at  the  Art  Students  League  in  New  York  in  1912  and  was  very  pro- 
ficient in  his  artistic  endeavours  but  decided  on  business  as  a career.  He  did,  however, 
supplement  his  income  by  executing  commercial  art  commissions.  He  tried  his  hand  at 
designing  postage  stamps,  submitting  several  designs  for  the  1938  Presidential  series 
of  U.  S.  postage  stamps. 

C 


Pencil  sketch  done  by  TFM  II  while  at  the  Art 
Students  League  in  New  York 


Four  essays  for  the  1938  Presidential  series  by  TFM  II 


Illustrated  here  are  some  of  his  oils  along  with  their  use  commercially.  Many  of 
his  paintings  involve  transportation,  mainly  steam.  He  was  highly  successful  in  business, 
working  his  way  to  become  secretary  of  the  Superheater  Company  (superheaters  for 
locomotives).  He  retired  about  five  years  after  the  company  was  consolidated,  be- 
coming Combustion  Engineering. 

He  always  kept  in  close  contact  with  engravers  of  the  Bureau  and  bank  note  com- 
panies and  their  families.  This  was  made  easier  and  more  natural  by  the  circumstance 
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Tom  Morris  painting  used  on  a 1921  Consolidated  Edison  calendar 


TFM  II  oil  painting  used  in  advertisement  of  The  Superheater  Co 
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Another  utility  company  oil  painting  by  TFM 


that  his  family  grew  up  in  this  circle.  Bank  note  engravers  have  a way  of  isolating 
themselves  from  the  common  social  activities,  partly  as  a security  measure.  Because  they 
are  artists,  they  like  to  draw  and  paint  together  during  their  vacations  and  leisure  time. 

In  this  respect,  Mr.  Morris  w’as  right  at  home,  spending  much  of  his  summer  time  at 

Lake  George,  which  in  those  days  was  quite  a haven  for  the  “art  colony.”  He  later 

summered  in  Maine  doing  water  colors  and  wintered  in  Florida  doing  portraits  until 

the  trips  became  too  difficult. 

His  interest  in  designers,  engravers,  and  the  production  of  stamps  and  currency  plus 
a natural  inclination  toward  collecting  led  him  to  many  large  holdings  or  estates.  First 
there  was  the  large  collection  of  proofs  and  essays  belonging  to  his  father,  who  was 
Chief  of  the  Engraving  Division  of  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  from  1893  to 
the  time  of  his  death  in  1898.  Before  that  he  had  worked  as  a designer  for  the  Homer 
Lee  and  American  Bank  Note  Companies.  This  was  the  very  important  period  when 
the  government  had  just  taken  the  printing  of  postage  stamps  away  from  the  private 
bank  note  companies.  Also,  the  most  beautiful  series  of  U.  S.  currency  was  produced 
at  this  time  under  the  senior  Mr.  Morris’  supervision. 

Another  such  estate  was  that  of  1 uro  Robinson,  founder  and  secretary  of  the 
Continental  Bank  Note  Co.  This  large  holding  was  acquired  from  his  daughter,  who 
summered  at  Lake  George.  It  encompassed  a proof  or  proofs  of  everything  Continental 
made  plus  many  models,  original  drawings,  and  essays.  Mr.  Morris  had  long  been  a 
close  friend  of  Charles  Kihn,  who  with  his  brother  ran  a large  printing  establishment 
in  New  York,  printing  foreign  currency  and  stamps  as  well  as  other  commercial  pro- 
ducts. Mr.  Morris  inherited  the  plant  and  all  their  belongings,  a bequest  of  Charles 
Kihn,  the  survivor  of  the  partnership. 

Another  estate  was  that  of  Marcus  Baldwin,  one  of  the  most  productive  of  the 
Bureau  artists.  Mr.  Baldwin  w'as  an  accomplished  engraver  and  designer,  being  respon- 
sible for  the  engraving  of  many  currency  vignettes,  such  as  the  “Buffalo”,  eagle  and 
various  portraits.  Many  stamp  proofs,  such  as  that  of  the  24c  air  mail,  and  bank  note 
proofs  and  vignettes  were  acquired  from  the  estate  along  with  original  drawings  and 
models.  Mr.  Chalmers,  a cousin  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  was  also  a Bureau  engraver.  While 
not  as  productive  as  Mr.  Baldwin,  his  effects  yielded  many  vignettes,  probably  the  best 
known  being  the  battleship  North  Dakota  on  the  back  of  the  $2  Federal  Reserve  Bank 
Note  of  1914. 
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President  Franklin  Roosevelt’s  personal  sketches  for  the  Defense  Series  of  1940  once 

owned  by  Tom  Morris 


Mr.  Morris  also  obtained  material  from  the  James,  J.  D.,  and  George  Smillie 
estates  as  well  as  the  Liebler,  Robert  Ostrander  Smith,  Charles  Schlecht,  and  E.  T. 
Loizeau  material. 

H is  Canadian  bank  note  proofs  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  Bank  of  Canada  col- 
lection. 

At  one  time  he  owned  sketches  prepared  by  President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  for  the 
one,  two  and  three-cent  defense  stamps  of  1940.  After  exhibiting  these  in  New  York, 
he  was  asked  by  the  Secret  Service  whether  he  would  see  sell  them  to  the  govern- 
ment for  their  archives,  which  he  did. 

Mr.  Morris  used  to  spend  his  noon  hours  on  nearby  Nassau  Street,  always  on 
the  lookout  for  proofs  and  essays.  John  Klemann,  a stamp  dealer  there,  had  returned 
from  Europe  through  submarine-infested  waters  during  World  War  I with  loads  of 
material  from  the  Earl  of  Crawford  collection.  In  Klemann’s  office,  proofs  would  be 
in  piles  extending  from  the  floor  to  the  ceiling.  Mr.  Morris  looked  over  and  purchased 
much  of  that  material. 

In  the  late  sixties,  Mr.  Morris  and  I went  to  Toronto,  taking  the  20th  Century 
to  Buffalo  and  on  by  bus  to  Canada.  Service  on  the  20th  Century  had  deteriorated. 
First  we  had  to  wait  one  hour  in  Albany  to  make  connections  with  a train  to  Canada. 
We  traveled  through  upper  New  York  State  at  about  30  miles  per  hour  because  the 
roadbed  was  in  such  poor  condition.  We  arrived  in  Buffalo  four  hours  late.  This 


104 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  123 


The  famify  Christmas  card,  from  a Tom  Morris  sketch 


saddened  Mr.  Morris  because  he  took  such  pride  in  the  railroads.  We  returned  by  bus. 
While  in  Toronto,  Mr.  Morris  met  John  Jay  Pittman,  president  of  the  American 
Numsimatic  Association  at  the  time.  While  we  were  visiting,  Mr.  Morris  said  to  John 
J.,  “Do  you  work?”.  John  replied,  “Yes,  I work  at  Eastman  Kodak.”  Mr.  Morris 
said,  “I  have  stock  in  that  company.”  John  replied,  “You  know,  Tom,  I do  too.” 

Mr.  Morris  was  a great  man,  generous,  clean  living  and  devoted  to  his  good  wife 
Marjorie.  Future  philatelists  and  numismatists  will  be  forever  indebted  to  him,  for 
not  only  did  he  accumulate  a wealth  of  material,  he  studied  it.  He  knew  how  it  was 
produced  and  by  whom.  Importantly,  he  shared  his  knowledge  through  his  contributions 
to  The  Essay-Proof  Journal.  He  authored  articles  about  the  life  and  works  of  many 
engravers,  designers,  and  bank  note  companies — to  name  a few:  Butler  Packard,  the 
Smill  ies,  Thomas  F.  Morris,  Sr.,  Felix  O.  Darley,  Turo  Robinson,  Marcus  Baldwin, 
and  the  National,  American  and  Continental  Bank  Note  Companies.  Many  collectors 
sought  his  information  and  used  his  material  in  researching  various  aspects  of  philately 
and  numismatics. 

Mr.  Morris  was  a founder  and  charter  member  number  4 of  The  Essay-Proof 
Society,  serving  at  various  times  as  secretary  and  treasurer,  being  a director  at  the  time 
of  h is  death  on  March  14,  1974.  He  had  served  in  various  offices  during  the  43  years 
he  was  a member  of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club,  being  president  from  1943-45. 
He  w'as  also  a founder  and  charter  member  of  the  Society  of  Paper  Money  Collectors. 

Mr.  Morris  had  been  a member  of  the  Collectors  Club  of  New  York  for  many  years, 

serving  as  a governor  from  1940  to  1945,  treasurer  from  1940  to  1942  and  vice-president 
in  1943. 

Mr.  Morris  was  all  this  but  above  all  he  was  a great  friend  to  many.  I,  for  one, 

am  proud  to  have  been  counted  among  them.  He  will  be  greatly  missed  by  members 

of  the  collecting  fraternity. 
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Obverse  and  reverse  of  the  President’s  medal  of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club,  1943-45 


My  association  with  Mr.  Morris  began  as  soon  as  I assumed  the  editorship 
of  this  Journal  in  1963.  At  that  point,  its  fortunes  were  at  low  ebb,  with  very 
few  manuscripts  on  hand,  and  consequently  the  publication  schedule  was  erratic. 
With  the  help  of  the  late  Dr.  Blanchard  and  i\Ir.  Morris,  we  managed  to  assemble 
six  issues  in  one  year  to  get  back  on  schedule.  Air.  Alorris’  personal  contributions  can 
be  seen  not  only  in  the  many  articles  hearing  his  by-line  but  in  others  too  numerous  to 
mention  which  were  either  written  at  his  behest  or  with  his  assistance. 

Most  memorable  to  me  was  the  privilege  of  editing  his  memoirs  of  his  father  for 
publication  serially  and  in  book  form.  Mr.  Alorris’  kindness  was  reflected  not  only  in 
his  dealings  with  me  personally  but  in  his  sensitive,  touching  biography.  I well  remember 
reading  for  the  first  time  the  chapter  on  his  father’s  final  illness  and  death  and  choking 
back  the  tears.  It  seems  I had  become  so  involved  with  this  little  family  that  I mourned 
with  them,  as  it  were. 

What  is  there  about  philately  and  numismatics  that  attracts  such  superior  human 
being  as  Tom  Alorris?  This  question  arose  in  my  mind  as  I recently  prepared  tributes 
to  another  member,  Walter  Mclntire,  for  The  United  States  Specialist.  Whatever  the 
causation,  may  we  long  continue  to  have  the  services  of  such  devoted  servants.  Now 
that  Tom  can  no  longer  exhort  us  in  his  annual  finance  reports,  we  must  keep  his 
goals  for  the  Society  in  mind  as  we  try  to  improve  this  Journal. 


Barbara  R.  Mueller,  Editor. 
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United  States  Plate  Proofs  on 

Cardboard 

Fair  tiler  Tlioiiiglits  and  Mevisioiis 
By  HOWARD  S.  FRIEDMAN,  Ph.D. 


c 


SINCE  publication  of  the  original 
article  entitled  as  above  (EPJ,  Vol. 
30,  No.  3,  19/3),  the  writer  has 
had  access  to  several  additional  sources  of 
information,  as  well  as  to  certain  con- 
firmatory data.  As  certain  disparities  in 
the  availability  and  market  value  of 
various  plate  proofs  on  card  have  con- 
tinually concerned  the  writer,  further 
thoughts  in  this  direction  have  led  to  the 
following  surmises  and  corrections,  with 
their  attendant  difficulties. 

Among  the  plate  proofs  on  card  which 
the  writer  has  never  seen,  much  less  pos- 
sessed, is  the  6-cent  Continental  Bank 
Note  issue  of  1873  (Scott  No.  159).  The 
writer  has  frequently  seen  this  set  of- 
fered in  auction  catalogs,  but  invariably 
the  6-cent,  and  others,  are  missing.  In 
the  Proof  Section  of  the  U.S.  Specialized 
Catalogue,  the  1,  3,  6,  and  10-cent  de- 
nominations in  this  series  range  in  value 
from  $27.50  to  $37.50,  while  the  remain- 
der range  from  $3.50  to  $13.00.  This 
would  indicate  that  the  latter  are  at 
least  three  times  more  plentiful  than  the 
former.  It  occurred  to  the  writer  that  it 
was  exactly  these  denominations — 1,  3,  6, 
and  10  cents — which  had  been  reengraved 
during  1881-2,  or  between  the  first 
and  second  emissions  of  the  plate  proofs 
on  card.  Since  these  new  designs  (Nos. 
206-9)  replaced  the  former  ones  (Nos. 
156,  158-9,  161),  the  former  would  then 
be  the  accepted  designs  in  the  Bank 
Note  Series.  Since  No.  178  was  a change 
of  color  and  No.  179  was  a new  design, 
both  of  these  would  be  included  as  part 
of  the  series. 

It  is  therefore  the  writer’s  assumption 
that,  from  the  second  emission  on,  the 
reengraved  1,  3,  6,  and  10-cent  designs 
replaced  the  former  ones.  This  enables 
one  to  conjecture  that  the  Franklin  and 
Eagle  Carriers  (LOl-2)  were  included 
in  all  five  emissions,  as  would  be  indi- 
cated by  their  low  price  and  high  avail- 
ability, and  the  first  large  Newspaper  & 
Periodical  designs  to  be  included  in  the 
first  two  emissions,  which  is  more  in 
line  with  their  value  and  availability  rela- 
tive to  the  proofs  of  the  1875  reprints. 
As  further  evidence  with  regard  to  the 
Bank  Note  Series,  one  may  note  that  in 
the  first  U.S.  Stamp  Catalogue  of  1935, 
the  four  denominations  mentioned  above 
were  each  priced  at  $4.00,  while  the  re- 


maining denominations  of  the  series 
were  listed  at  $1.00  each.  This  would 
indicate  that  the  former  were  about  four 
times  scarcer  than  the  latter,  and  this 
conjecture  is  borne  out  by  information 
presented  here. 

This  new  assumption  still  enables  one 
to  account  for  only  two  emissions  of  the 
1861  three-cent  rose,  which  is  relatively 
scarce  and  expensive.  It  is  worth  noting 
also  that  the  newly  laid-down  plate  of 
150  of  the  Ic  1869  denomination,  pre- 
pared for  the  special  printing  of  1880,  was 
probably  used  for  the  last  four  emissions. 
One  notes  that  the  latter  has  been  deleted 
from  the  1974  Specialized  in  the  form  of 
singles  and  blocks,  although  the  plate 
number  block  of  10  remains,  unpriced! 

The  sole  difficulty  arising  from  this 
new  arrangement  of  the  designs  used  in 
each  of  the  five  emissions  is  the  ap- 
parent discrepancy  in  the  numbers  avail- 
able for  the  second  emission.  The  new 
system  allows  only  182,  whereas  the  ac- 
cepted figure  is  184.  A review  of  the 
accompanying  chart  may  reveal  to  some 
observant  reader  a solution  other  than 
those  based  on  the  whims  of  the  Ameri- 
can Bank  Note  Company  and  the  U.S. 
Post  Office  Department.  It  should  be 
noted  that  the  chart  has  been  expanded 
to  show  the  probable  replacement  of  the 
1890  two-cent  lake  with  the  carmine 
shade  in  later  emissions,  thus  accounting 
for  the  greater  cost  and  scarcity  of  the 
former. 

Since  publication  of  the  previous 
article  on  this  subject,  the  writer  has 
found  information  indicating  that  44 
sheets  of  plate  proofs  on  card  were 
ordered  by  the  U.S.  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment to  be  prepared  by  the  American 
Bank  Note  Company  in  March,  1894. 
These  were  in  due  course  turned  over  to 
the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Engraving  and 
Printing,  which  in  the  previous  month 
had  been  awarded  the  new  contract  (and 
held  since  that  time)  for  preparing  all 
U.S.  postage  stamps.  These  sheets  of 
proofs,  as  well  as  other  gummed  and  un- 
gummed, imperforate  and  perforated 
sheets  of  these  designs,  were  ordered  to 
provide  the  Bureau  with  fine  examples 
of  the  quality  of  engraving  and  colors  re- 
quired by  the  Post  Office  Department. 
These  44  sheets  included  one  each  of  400 
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Srott 

Date 

stamp 

Sep 

Oct 

Jun 

No. 

issued 

1879 

1885 

1890 

3-4 

1875 

2 

2 

2 

40-7 

1875 

8 

8 

8 

63,  68-9 
71-4,  6,  7 

1861-6 

8 

8 

8 

65 

1861 

1 

1 

0 

70 

1861 

1 

1 

0 

74 

1862 

1 

1 

1 

78 

1863 

1 

1 

1 

112 

1869 

1 

0 

0 

113-7,  120-29  1869 

9 

9 

9 

133 

1880 

- 

1 

1 

156 

1873 

1 

0 

0 

157 

1873 

1 

1 

1 

158-9 

1873 

2 

0 

0 

160 

1873 

1 

1 

1 

161 

1873 

1 

0 

0 

162-6 

1873 

5 

5 

5 

178-9 

1875 

2 

2 

2 

205 

1882 

- 

1 

1 

206-9 

1881-2 

- 

4 

4 

210-1 

1883 

- 

2 

2 

212 

1887 

- 

- 

1 

213-8 

1887-8 

- 

— 

6 

219 

Feb  1890 

— 

1 

219D 

Feb  1890 

- 

- 

1 

220 

Jun  1890 

- 

- 

- 

221-4,  6-9 

Feb-Jun  1890 

- 

— 

8 

225 

Mar  1893 

— 

_ 

- 

230-5, 

237-45 

Jan  1893 

236 

Mar  1893 

— 

— 

— 

247,  50 

Oct  1894 

— 

— 

— 

256 

Jul  1894 

— 

_ 

262-3 

Dec  1894 

— 

— 

— 

286,  93 

Jun  1898 

- 

- 

- 

El 

Oct  1885 

(45) 

(48) 

1 

(63) 

1 

E2 

Dec  1887 

— 

1 

E3 

Jan  1893 

— 

— 

- 

Jl-4 

May  1879 

4 

0 

0 

J5-7 

Sep  1879 

3 

3 

0 

J15-8 

1884 

— 

4 

4 

J 19-21 

1887 

— 

- 

3 

J22-8 

1891 

- 

- 

- 

LOl-2 

1851 

2 

2 

2 

J32 

Jul  1894 

- 

- 

- 

01-93 

1873 

92 

92 

92 

0X1 

Feb  1872 

1 

1 

0 

PR2-4 

Sep  1865 

3 

3 

0 

PR6-7 

1875 

3 

3 

PR81 

Jun  1885 

— 

1 

1 

PR14 

Jan  1875 

1 

1 

1 

PR9-13, 

15  Jan  1875 

6 

0 

0 

PR57-62 

Mar  1879 

- 

6 

6 

PR16-23 

Jan  1875 

8 

0 

0 

PR63-70 

Mar  1879 

— 

8 

0 

PR82-9 

Jun  1885 

— 

— 

8 

PR24-32 

Jan  1875 

9 

0 

0 

PR71-9 

Mar  1879 

- 

9 

9 

Totals 

(129) 

174 

(134) 

182 

(131) 

194 

Jan 

1893 


2 

8 

8 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

9 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

5 
2 
1 
4 
2 
0 

6 
1 
0 
1 
8 

15 


(77) 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

2 


92 

0 

0 

3 

1 

1 

0 

6 

0 

0 

8 

0 

9 

9 


( 132) 
209 


May 

1893 

2 

8 

8 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

9 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

5 
2 
1 
4 
2 
0 

6 
1 
0 
1 
8 
1 

15 

1 


(79) 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 
2 

92 

0 

0 

3 

1 

1 

0 

6 

0 

0 

8 
0 
9 
9 

(132) 

211 


Mar  after 

1894  1894 

0 ? 

0 ? 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1(400) 

0 

1(400) 

8(200) 

1(200) 

0 

0 

2(400) 

1(200) 

2(200) 


7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

? 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

2(100) 


(11) 

0 

0 

1(100) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7(200) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1(100) 

1(100) 

0 

6(100, 

0 

0 

8(100) 

0 

9(100) 

9 


(33) 

44 


(2) 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

i(200) 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

9(100) 

7 


of  the  1890  one  and  two-cent  values,  one 
each  of  200  of  the  remaining  values,  in  that 
series,  one  each  of  200  of  the  current 
Postage  Dues  (J22-8),and  one  each  of  100 
of  the  25  Newspaper  & Periodical  stamps 
and  of  the  Special  Delivery  stamp  (E3), 
the  latter  in  the  orange  color  which  was 
not  superseded  until  October,  1894. 
These  additions  have  been  incorporated 
into  the  accompanying  chart.  They  pro- 
vide some  6,500  additional  plate  proofs 
on  card,  and  also  explain  some  of  the 
shades  of  color  frequently  found  on  the 
1890  eight-cent  denomination,  which  was 
believed  to  have  been  printed  only  once, 
in  the  fifth  emission. 


Disparities  in  Relative  and 
Absolute  Scarcities  and  Values 
Among  Card  Plate  Proofs 

Additional  corroborative  evidence 
in  support  of  the  alleged  distribu- 
tion pattern  of  U.S.  plate  proofs  on 
card  described  above  may  possibly  be 
gained  from  an  analysis  of  the  catalog 
listings  and  prices  over  the  past  40 
years.  These  are  presented  in  the  fol- 
lowing chart  for  the  years  1935,  1944, 
1953,  1964,  and  1974.  The  purpose  of 
the  chart  and  its  analysis  is  to  illustrate 


io8 
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the  relative  price  changes,  not  only  with- 
in year  sets  and  groups,  but  also  within 
emission  groups,  i.e.,  of  the  cardboard 
proofs,  as  well  as  between  such  year  and 
emission  groups.  Obviously  one  must 
also  take  into  account  that  over  the  past 
40  years  prices  in  general  have  increased 
for  various  reasons.  The  writer,  how- 
ever, is  not  inclined  at  this  juncture  to 
launch  into  a detailed  comparison  of  cat- 
alog price ( changes  with  consumer  price 
indices. 

In  general,  prices  of  individual  proofs 
for  the  regular  issu?s,  viz.,  Isios.  3 
through  263,  are$0.75-$15.00,$1.00-$50.00 
$1.25-$50.00,  $1.25-$50.00,  and  $3.50- 

$175.00,  for  the  five  respective  years 
given  above;  the  ratios  of  the  highest  to 
lowest  price  for  each  year  are,  respec- 
tively, 20,  50,  40,  40,  and  50  to  1,  thus  in- 
dicating greater  consistency  since  1944 
than  during  the  previous  decade.  One 
should  also  note  that  the  high; low  ratios 
for  1944  and  1974  are  both  3.5  to  1,  in- 
dicating a 3.5-fold  general  increase  in 
prices  during  the  past  three  decades,  in- 
deed, during  the  past  10  years. 

This  writer  is  not  aware  of  a Proof 
Section  in  the  Specialized  Catalogue  be- 
fore 1935,  since  it  first  appeared  in  its 
complete  form  in  that  year.  Regardless, 
one  seems  to  detect  the  fine  hand  of  Dr. 
Clarence  W.  Brazer  in  the  pricing.  On 
the  other  hand,  perusal  of  the  Proof  Sec- 
tion of  the  1935  Catalogue  shows  that 
certain  proofs  were  then  assumed  to 
exist  which  are  no  longer  listed  today, 
as  well  as  vice  versa.  These  include 
principally  the  1861  essay  designs  and 
the  National  Bank  Note  listings  of  1870. 
Among  those  missing  in  1935  were  the 
second  Postage  Dues,  which  were  ap- 
parently grouped  with  the  first  issue, 
and  the  first  large  Newspaper  & Period- 
icals. The  small  Newspapers  will  be  dis- 
cussed below. 


No. 

1935 

1944 

1953 

1964 

1974 

3 

2.00 

5.00 

10.00 

12.50 

45.00 

4 

4.00 

7.50 

12.50 

13.50 

45.00 

40 

2.00 

5.00 

6.00 

6.00 

16.00 

41 

2.00 

2.50 

3.50 

4.00 

12.00 

42 

3.00 

3.00 

3.50 

3.75 

12.00 

43 

2.00 

4.00 

4.50 

4.50 

12.00 

44 

2.50 

3.00 

3.50 

3.75 

12.00 

45 

3.00 

3.00 

4.50 

4.50 

12.00 

46 

4.00 

4.00 

6.00 

6.00 

17.50 

47 

57 

5.00 

10.00 

5.00 

7.50 

8.00 

25.00 

60 

4.00 

61 

5.00 

63 

1.00 

1.00 

1.25 

1.25 

5.00 

65 

0.75 

5.00 

12.00 

20.00 

30.00 

76 

1.25 

1.00 

1.25 

1.25 

4.50 

68 

0.90 

1.00 

1.25 

1.25 

5.00 

69 

70 

1.50 

1.25 

1.50 

5.00 

1.50 

5.00 

6.00 

20.00 

78 

2.00 

4.00 

4.00 

5.00 

16.00 

71 

1.75 

2.00 

2.50 

2.50 

8.00 

72 

2.00 

2.00 

3.50 

4.00 

11.00 

73 

0.75 

1.25 

3.00 

3.50 

15.00 

74 

3.00 

6.00 

10.00 

10.00 

30.00 

77 

0.75 

1.00 

2.00 

2.00 

9.00 

112 

0.75 

2.00 

3.50 

5.00 

16.00 

113 

0.75 

1.25 

2.00 

2.00 

6.50 

114 

0.75 

1.25 

2.00 

2.00 

6.50 

115 

0.75 

1.25 

2.00 

2.00 

7.50 

116 

0.75 

1.50 

2.00 

2.00 

7.50 

117 

119 

1.00 

5.00 

1.60 

2.50 

2.50 

10.00 

129 

2.00 

3.00 

4.25 

4.50 

17.00 

120 

3.00 

3.00 

4.50 

4.50 

20.00 

121 

3.00 

4.00 

6.00 

6.50 

25.00 

122 

133 

9.00 

9.00 

2.00 

15.00 

3.50 

15.00 

5.00 

62.50 

5.00 

145 

1.00 

1.75 

146 

5.00 

147 

5.00 

148 

5.00 

149 

5.00 

150 

5.00 

151 

5.00 

1.25 

2.50 

152 

1.00 

153 

1.00 

3.00 

4.50 

154 

1.00 

2.00 

4.50 

155 

1.00 

2.00 

3.50 

156 

4.00 

7.50 

10.00 

12.50 

27.60 

157 

1.00 

1.00 

1.50 

1.50 

4.60 

158 

4.00 

7.50 

10.00 

10.00 

30.00 

159 

4.00 

10.00 

16.00 

15.00 

37.50 

160 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

3.50 

161 

4.00 

7.50 

10.00 

10.00 

30.00 

162 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

4.00 

163 

1.00 

1.00 

2.00 

2.00 

6.00 

164 

1.00 

3.00 

6.50 

6.60 

13.00 

165 

1.00 

1.50 

3.00 

3.00 

7.00 

166 

1.00 

2.00 

4.50 

4.50 

11.00 

178 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

3.50 

179 

1.00 

1.00 

2.60 

2.50 

7.00 

205 

1.00 

1.00 

1.35 

1.35 

4.50 

206 

1.00 

1.00 

1.35 

1.35 

6.00 

207 

1.00 

1.00 

1.35 

1.35 

6.00 

208 

1.00 

1.50 

2.50 

2.50 

8.50 

209 

1.00 

1.00 

2.50 

2.50 

8.50 

210 

1.00 

1.00 

1.50 

1.50 

6.50 

211 

1.00 

1.00 

1.35 

1.35 

6.00 

212 

15.00 

50.00 

50.00 

50.00 

176.00 

213 

1.25 

1.25 

2.00 

2.00 

6.00 

214 

1.25 

1.25 

2.60 

2.50 

6.60 

215 

1.25 

1.25 

2.00 

2.00 

6.50 

216 

1.25 

1.25 

2.00 

2.00 

6.00 

217 

1.25 

2.00 

2.60 

2.50 

8.00 

218 

1.50 

3.00 

4.00 

4.00 

13.00 

219 

1.00 

1.00 

1.35 

1.35 

6.00 

219D 

5.00 

5.00 

9.00 

10.00 

27.60 

220 

1.00 

5.00 

5.00 

7.50 

20.00 

221 

1.00 

1.00 

1.35 

1.35 

4.25 

222 

1.00 

1.00 

1.35 

1.35 

4.26 

223 

1.00 

1.00 

1.35 

1.35 

4.25 

224 

1.00 

1.00 

1.35 

1.35 

4.25 

225 

3.00 

5.00 

6.00 

6.00 

22.50 

226 

1.00 

1.00 

1.50 

1.50 

7.00 

227 

1.00 

1.00 

1.35 

1.35 

7.00 

228 

1.00 

1.25 

2.00 

2.00 

9.00 

229 

1.00 

1.50 

3.00 

3.00 

11.00 

230 

1.00 

1.00 

2.00 

2.00 

4.50 

231 

1.00 

1.50 

3.00 

3.00 

14.00 

232 

1.00 

1.00 

2.00 

2.00 

9.50 

233 

1.00 

1.00 

2.00 

2.00 

10.00 

234 

1.00 

1.00 

2.00 

2.00 

9.60 

235 

1.00 

1.00 

2.00 

2.00 

9.50 

236 

3.00 

3.00 

3.50 

4.00 

26.00 

237 

1.00 

1.00 

2.00 

2.00 

9.50 

238 

1.00 

1.00 

2.50 

2.50 

14.00 

239 

1.00 

2.00 

2.75 

2.75 

17.00 

240 

1.00 

2.50 

3.75 

3.75 

21.50 

241 

1.25 

6.00 

9.00 

9.00 

45.00 

242 

1.50 

6.00 

10.00 

12.00 

60.00 

243 

2.00 

7.00 

11.00 

13.00 

63.00 

244 

2.00 

8.00 

13.00 

15.00 

75.00 

245 

2.50 

9.00 

16.00 

20.00 

90.00 

247 

2.50 

6.00 

7.00 

7.00 

12.50 

250 

252 

2.50 

3.50 

6.00 

7.00 

7.00 

12.50 

256 

3.00 

7.00 

10.00 

12.00 

20.00 

262 

5.00 

8.00 

16.00 

20.00 

40.00 

263 

286 

6.00 

10.00 

20.00 

76.00 

25.00 

75.00 

47.50 

225.00 

293 

75.00 

75.00 

226.00 

El 

1.00 

1.00 

1.60 

1.50 

6.50 

E2 

1.00 

1.00 

1.35 

1.35 

6.60 

E3 

2.00 

2.00 

4.00 

4.50 

14.00 

.11-4 

0.60 

1.00 

0.75 

0.75 

2.26 

J5 

0.60 

1.00 

1.26 

1.26 

2.60 
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J6 

0.60 

1.00 

J7 

0.60 

1.00 

J16-6 

1.00 

J17 

1.00 

J18 

1.00 

J19 

1.00 

J20 

1.00 

J21 

1.00 

J22-6 

0.60 

1.00 

J27 

0.60 

1.00 

J28 

0.60 

1.00 

J32 

5.00 

LOl 

1.00 

1.00 

L02 

1.00 

1.00 

01 

0.76 

1.00 

02 

0.76 

1.00 

03 

0.76 

1.00 

04 

0.76 

1.00 

05 

0.76 

1.00 

06 

0.75 

1.00 

07 

0.75 

1.00 

08 

0.75 

1.00 

09 

0.75 

1.00 

010 

1.00 

1.25 

on 

1.00 

1.25 

012 

1.00 

1.25 

013 

1.00 

1.25 

014 

1.00 

1.25 

016-7 

0.60 

0.75 

018 

0.60 

0.75 

019-24 

0.60 

0.75 

026-6 

0.60 

0.75 

027 

0.60 

0.75 

028 

0.60 

0.75 

029-31 

0.60 

0.75 

032 

0.75 

0.75 

033 

1.00 

1.00 

034 

1.00 

1.00 

036-7 

0.60 

0.75 

038 

0.60 

0.75 

039 

1.00 

1.00 

040-2 

0.60 

0.75 

043 

0.60 

1.00 

044 

0.60 

0.75 

046 

0.75 

0.75 

047 

0.75 

0.75 

048-60 

0.60 

0.75 

051 

1.00 

1.00 

052 

0.60 

0.75 

053 

0.60 

0.75 

054-5 

0.60 

0.75 

056 

0.60 

0.75 

057-9 

0.60 

0.75 

060 

0.60 

0.75 

061-2 

0.60 

0.75 

063-4 

0.60 

0.75 

065 

0.60 

0.75 

066 

0.60 

0.75 

067 

0.75 

0.75 

068 

2.50 

3.00 

069 

4.00 

5.00 

070 

2.50 

3.00 

071 

3.00 

4.00 

072-4 

0.60 

0.75 

075 

0.60 

0.75 

076-9 

0.60 

0.75 

080 

0.60 

0.75 

081 

0.60 

0.75 

082 

0.60 

0.75 

083-6 

0.60 

0.75 

086 

1.00 

1.00 

087-9 

1.00 

1.00 

090-1 

0.60 

0.75 

092 

0.60 

0.75 

093 

0.60 

0.75 

0X1 

5.00 

PR4 

2.00 

PR2 

2.00 

PR3 

— 

2.50 

PR6 

1.00 

1.50 

PR6 

1.00 

1.50 

PR7 

1.00 

1.50 

PR9 

0.40 

1.00 

PRIO 

0.40 

1.00 

PRll 

0.40 

1.00 

PR12 

0.40 

1.00 

PR  13 

0.40 

1.00 

PR14 

0.40 

1.00 

PR16 

0.40 

1.00 

PR16 

0.60 

1.00 

PR17 

0.60 

1.00 

0.75 

0.75 

2.25 

1.00 

1.00 

2.25 

1.25 

1.25 

2.25 

2.00 

2.00 

4.50 

1.25 

1.25 

2.26 

2.25 

2.25 

5.00 

1.50 

1.50 

2.50 

2.50 

2.50 

5.50 

0.75 

0.75 

1.50 

1.00 

1.00 

1.50 

0.75 

0.75 

1.50 

5.00 

5.00 

12.00 

1.75 

1.75 

3.50 

1.75 

1.75 

3.50 

0.75 

0.75 

1.75 

0.75 

0.75 

1.75 

0.75 

0.75 

1.75 

1.25 

1.25 

3.00 

0.75 

0.75 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

2.00 

0.75 

0.75 

2.00 

0.75 

0.75 

2.00 

0.75 

0.75 

2.50 

1.00 

1.00 

2.75 

1.00 

1.00 

2.75 

1.00 

1.00 

2.75 

1.50 

1.50 

3.50 

1.25 

1.25 

2.75 

0.50 

0.50 

1.40 

1.25 

1.25 

4.50 

0.50 

0.50 

1.40 

0.50 

0.75 

1.75 

0.75 

0.75 

1.75 

1.25 

1.25 

3.50 

0.50 

0.75 

1.75 

0.75 

0.75 

2.00 

0.75 

0.75 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

2.00 

0.50 

0.75 

1.75 

1.25 

1.25 

3.75 

1.25 

1.25 

2.76 

0.50 

0.76 

1.76 

0.75 

0.76 

1.76 

0.50 

0.75 

2.60 

1.00 

1.00 

2.50 

0.50 

0.50 

1.60 

0.50 

0.50 

1.60 

0.76 

0.76 

2.26 

0.50 

0.60 

1.60 

0.50 

0.50 

1.60 

0.60 

0.50 

1.60 

0.60 

0.50 

1.76 

0.50 

0.75 

2.00 

1.25 

1.25 

4.00 

0.60 

0.75 

2.00 

0.60 

0.75 

2.00 

0.75 

0.75 

2.26 

0.60 

0.75 

2.60 

0.75 

0.75 

2.25 

3.00 

3.00 

12.50 

6.50 

6.50 

17.00 

4.00 

4.00 

12.50 

4.00 

4.00 

12.50 

0.50 

0.50 

1.25 

1.25 

1.25 

3.00 

0.50 

0.50 

1.25 

0.75 

0.75 

2.00 

0.60 

0.50 

2.00 

0.50 

0.50 

1.50 

0.75 

0.75 

1.75 

1.25 

1.25 

3.76 

0.75 

0.75 

1.75 

0.50 

0.50 

1.76 

0.50 

0.50 

4.00 

0.50 

0.50 

1.75 

7.50 

7.50 

10.00 

4.00 

4.00 

6.50 

4.00 

4.00 

6.60 

5.00 

5.00 

7.00 

2.25 

2.25 

4.00 

2.50 

2.50 

4.50 

2.50 

2.50 

4.50 

0.75 

0.75 

1.75 

0.75 

0.75 

1.75 

0.75 

0.75 

1.76 

0.75 

0.75 

1.75 

0.75 

0.75 

1.75 

0.50 

0.50 

1.75 

0.75 

0.75 

1.75 

1.00 

1.00 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

2.00 

PRI8  0.60  1.00 

PR19  0.60  1.00 

PR20  0.60  1.00 

PR21  0.60  1.00 

PR22  0.60  1.00 

PR23  0.60  1.00 

PR24  0.75  1.00 

PR25  0.75  1.00 

PR26  0.75  1.00 

PR27  0.75  1.25 

PR28  0.75  1.25 

PR29  1.25  1.25 

PR30  1.25  1.50 

PR31  1.25  1.50 

PR32  1.25  1.50 

PR57  0.75 

PR58  0.75 

PR59  0.75 

PR60  0.75 

PR61  0.75 

PR62  0.75 

PR63  0.75 

PR64  0.75 

PR65  0.75 

PR66  0.75 

PR67  0.75 

PR68  0.75 

PR69  0.75 

PR70  0.75 

PR71  0.75 

PR72  0.75 

PR73  1.00 

PR74  1.00 

PR75  1.00 

PR76  1.50 

PR77  1.50 

PR78  1.60 

PR79  1.50 


PR82 

PR83 

PR84 

PR85 

PR86 

PR87 

PR88 

PR89 


1.00 

1.00 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

2.00 

1.25 

1.25 

2.50 

1.25 

1.25 

2.50 

1.25 

1.25 

2.76 

1.50 

1.50 

3.25 

1.75 

1.75 

3.50 

2.25 

2.25 

4.50 

0.50 

0.50 

1.25 

0.50 

0.50 

1.25 

0.50 

0.50 

1.50 

0.50 

0.50 

1.50 

0.50 

0.50 

1.50 

0.50 

0.50 

1.50 

0.50 

0.50 

1.60 

0.50 

0.50 

1.60 

0.50 

0.50 

1.50 

0.50 

0.50 

1.60 

0.50 

0.50 

1.60 

0.50 

0.50 

1.50 

0.50 

0.50 

1.60 

0.50 

0.50 

1.60 

0.75 

0.75 

2.00 

0.75 

0.75 

2.00 

0.75 

0.75 

2.00 

1.00 

1.00 

2.25 

1.00 

1.00 

2.25 

1.25 

1.25 

2.80 

1.25 

1.25 

2.80 

1.25 

1.25 

2.80 

1.26 

1.26 

2.80 

2.00 

2.00 

4.00 

2.00 

2.00 

4.00 

2.00 

2.00 

4.00 

2.00 

2.00 

4.00 

2.00 

2.00 

4.00 

2.00 

2.00 

4.00 

2.00 

2.00 

4.00 

2.00 

2.00 

4.00 

In  theory,  items  which  cost  nothing 
initially  and  supposedly  were  available 
in  equal  quantities  should  maintain  equal 
values  among  themselves  over  a period 
of  years.  Obviously,  theory  does  not 
work  in  practice.  What,  then,  causes  dis- 
parity not  only  between  sets,  but  within 
sets?  First,  there  are  differences  in  the 
numbers  of  each  proof  issued,  either  of 
sets  or  within  sets.  Secondly,  there  may 
be  periods  of  high  popularity,  hence  de- 
mand, of  certain  proofs,  e.  g.,  high 
values  to  substitute  for  expensive  stamps, 
as  well  as  certain  topical  printings,  e.  g., 
Lincoln  portraits.  Thirdly,  the  demand 
for  certain  proofs  may  simply  reflect 
equivalent  demand,  or  the  lack  of  it,  for 
the  corresponding  sets  of  issued  stamps; 
thus  most  U.S.  collectors  avidly  pursue 
the  1847,  1869,  and  1893  Columbian  is- 
sues, while  the  Departmentals,  Dues,  and 
other  back-of-the-book  items  are  general- 
ly much  less  popular.  On  a scientific 
basis  one  must  also  consider  that  random 
accumulation,  i.  e.,  of  particular  issues, 
is  just  as  likely  to  occur  as  random  dis- 
semination of  some  half-million  pieces 
of  cardboard.  And  lastly,  one  cannot  dis- 
count the  whims  of  collectors,  accidental 
loss  and  destruction,  and  other  unpre- 
dictable factors. 

For  reasons  which  are  apparent  to 
most  readers,  the  card  proofs  can  be 
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divided  into  those  of  the  regular  issues 
(including  the  Columbians),  the  Special 
Deliveries,  Dues,  Carriers,  and  Depart- 
mentals.  The  Newspaper  & Periodicals 
constitute  a special  case  for  reasons 
which  will  be  discussed  later.  With 
reference  to  the  other  three  groups,  the 
ratios  of  total  catalog  prices  for  1974  to 
those  of  1935  are  approximately  9,  6, 
and  3 to  1,  respectively.  That  is,  the 
regular  issues  have  increased  800%  dur- 
ing the  past  40  years;  the  Special  De- 
liveries, etc.,  have  increased  400%,  while 
the  Departmentals  have  increased  only 
about  200%.  The  further  disparity  of 
these  figures  may  be  seen  from  the  fact 
that  the  mean  starting  prices  for  the 
three  groups  were  $2.03,  $0.76,  and  $0.65, 
respectively,  while  the  current  mean 
prices  are  $18.60,  $3.50,  and  $1.91.  As 
anyone  familiar  with  cardboard  proofs 
is  well  aware,  this  variability  cannot  be 
merely  the  result  of  random  selection 
and  distribution.  Therefore  it  is  the 
writer’s  intention  to  take  up  each 
year  group  separately,  in  an  effort  to 
pinpoint  and  possibly  explain  some  of 
these  disparities. 

1847  (1875)  Issue 

This  very  popular  set  started  in  1935 
at  $6.00,  the  10-cent  being  priced  twice 
as  high  as  the  5-cent.  In  1974  the  set  is 
valued,  equally,  at  $90.00,  a 15-fold  in- 
crease. The  obvious  popularity  of  these, 
our  first  stamps,  is  doubtless  responsible 
to  some  extent  for  this  above-average 
increase,  despite  the  probable,  at  least 
initial,  availability  of  some  2,500  sets. 

1851-7  (1875)  Issue 

This  set  of  eight  was  priced  at  $23.50 
in  1935,  increasing  5-fold  to  $118.50  at 
the  present  time.  This  below-average  in- 
crease of  a very  popular  group  is  prob- 
ably due  to  the  comparatively  high  aver- 
age starting  price,  viz.,  $2.94.  More- 
over, not  being  quite  as  popular  as  the 
1847’s,  the  2,500  sets  seem  adequate  to 
meet  the  demand.  One  may  note  from 
the  table  the  disparately  higher  values 
for  the  Ic,  30c,  and  90c,  probably  due  to 
their  being  used  as  space  fillers  for  the 
expensive  issued  stamps  (Nos.  5,  38,  and 
39). 

1861-6  Issue 

One  can  dismiss  without  too  much  dis- 
cussion or  difficulty  the  1935  listing  of 
card  plate  proofs  of  the  5c,  24c,  and  30c 
“First  Designs”  as  a case  of  mistaken 
identity.  If  these  do  exist,  they  must  be 
plate  essays  on  card.  The  immensely 
popular  “Second  Designs,”  starting  at 
$15.65  in  1935,  have  undergone  a 10- 
fold  increase  in  40  years.  This  group. 


most  of  which  were  originally  available 
in  2,500  sets,  provides  a wide  range  of 
beautiful  colors  and  shades,  and  includes 
some  of  the  most  popular  and  rarest  de- 
signs of  U.S.  postage  stamps,  viz.,  the 
2c  Black  Jack,  the  3c  scarlet,  and  the 
lovely  24c  red  lilac.  The  disparately  high 
values  for  the  3c  rose  and  24c  red  lilac 
apparently  evolved  after  the  realization 
that  both  designs  were  probably  only 
printed  twice,  i.  e.,  1,000  each. 

1869  Issue 

Starting  at  $26.75  in  1935,  this  highly 
popular  series  has  increased  some  7.5 
times  to  the  present  day.  Due  to  the  ex- 
treme demand  for  the  high  values  of  the 
stamps  of  this  issue,  the  proofs  also  ex- 
hibit a similar  disproportionation  of 
catalog  value.  Although  only  listed  three 
out  of  five  times,  the  Ic  reprint  of  1880 
is  always  priced  the  same  as  the  original 
issue.  It  is  doubtful  that  anyone  can 
distinguish  proofs  from  the  original  and 
reprint  plates,  except  by  their  presence 
in  the  original  presentation  envelopes. 
An  unexplained  entry  in  the  1974  cata- 
log is  the  recognition  of  a plate  number 
and  imprint  block  of  10  of  the  reprint 
proof  on  card,  yet  singles  are  not  recog- 
nized ! 

1870  Issues  (National  Bank  Note 
Company) 

The  existence  of  card  plate  proofs  of 
the  National  Bank  Note  designs  without 
secret  marks  is  generally  doubtful  at 
this  time,  although  they  were  still  listed 
by  Brookman  in  1966.  Since  the  plate 
proofs  of  the  15-90c  values  have  no  se- 
cret marks  on  the  Continental  Bank  Note 
issues,  and  can  be  distinguished  only  by 
color,  it  is  a moot  question  as  to  whether 
some  of  the  colors  used  in  the  five  dif- 
ferent emissions  may  or  may  not  re- 
semble those  of  the  National  issues. 

1873  Issues  (Continental  Bank  Note 
(A)nipany) 

The  prices  for  the  Continental  Bank 
Note  (Company  plate  proofs  on  card 
given  in  the  1935  catalog  clearly  sup- 
port the  writer’s  contention  presented 
in  the  first  table  of  this  article.  The  1, 
3,  6,  and  10c  denominations  are  priced 
four  times  higher  than  the  other  denomi- 
nations, which  indicates  that  the  origina- 
tor of  these  entries  obviously  considered 
that  there  were  four  times  as  many  of 
the  latter  as  of  the  former.  The  set 
maintains  a mean  7.5-fold  increase  over 
1935  prices. 

1875-1888  Issues  (American  Bank 
Note  (amipaiiy) 
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The  1935  prices  for  this  group — $1.00 
each  for  the  1875-9  issues  and  $1.25  each 
for  the  1882-8  issues — generally  reflect 
the  presumed  emissions  of  four  and 
three  times,  respectively.  The  inordinate 
increases  of  the  6c  (No.  208)  and  90c 
(No.  218)  denominations  are  indicative 
of  the  increasing  rarity  and  prices  of  the 
issued  stamps.  The  overall  increase  of 
the  group  (including  the  Ic  1887)  is  less 
than  6-fold  over  the  past  40  years.  The 
problem  of  the  Ic  1887  is  yet  to  be  solved. 
The  only  partial  solution  is  the  possible 
destruction  of  the  plate,  as  stated  some 
quarter  of  a century  ago  by  Brazer. 
Obviously  the  U.S.  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment order  of  1885  for  the  destruction 
of  all  but  one  working  plate  of  each 
U.S.  design  preceded  the  original  Ic  die 
and  plate  of  1887.  Brazer  says  elsewhere 
that  the  (Ic  1887)  plate  had  been  dam- 
aged; yet  there  were  originally  40  plates, 
plus  the  original  die,  laydowns,  and  trans- 
fer rolls!  Brazer  says  again  (Stamps, 
Nov.  24,  1934),  “The  Ic  of  the  1887  was 
never  included  in  any  of  the  cardboard 
sets  issued  . . . The  die  was  also  dam- 
aged . . .”  Yet  there  must  have  been  at 
least  one  emission,  probably  in  1890,  be- 
fore the  plate  and  die  were  damaged,  of 
at  least  200  (one  sheet).  The  writer 
owns  a block  of  four,  the  only  example 
of  any  size  seen  by  him  and  many  of 
other  card  plate  proof  collectors,  of  this 
rare  emission.  In  40  years  the  “price” 
of  this  proof  has  increased  from  $15  to 
$175;  the  block  of  four  is  neither  listed 
nor  priced. 

1890  Issue 

This  set  was  issued  four  times,  in 
1890,  early  and  late  1893,  and  again  in 
March  1894,  some  1,700-1,900  copies  of 
each  value  being  originally  available.  The 
original  listing  of  1935  indicates  that 
the  2c  lake  was  issued  only  once,  prob- 
ably in  1890.  The  current  listing  shows 
that  the  2c  carmine  was  issued  less  fre- 
quently than  most  of  the  other  denomi- 
nations but  not  as  rarely  as  the  lake 
shade.  On  the  whole,  the  present  valua- 
tion seems  to  be  somewhat  high  for  a 
probable  emission  of  1,400  of  the  carmine 
shade. 

The  8c  valuations  reflect  the  fact  that 
this  proof  did  not  appear  in  the  first 
two  emissions  of  this  series,  as  it  was 
not  issued  until  March,  1893.  The  total 
emission  is  therefore  about  700.  The 
two  printings,  of  late  1893  and  March, 
1894,  may  help  to  account  for  the  (at 
least)  two  distinct  shades  often  seen  of 
this  value  in  proof.  The  overall  7-fold 
increase  for  the  entire  set  is  average  for 
most  of  the  regular  issue  card  plate 
proofs. 

1893  (loliiiiihiaii  Issue 


The  1935  listing  for  this  most  popular 
of  all  19th  century  U.S.  issues  reflects 
both  the  comparative  rarity  of  the  8c 
denomination  and  the  apparently  wide- 
spread use  of  the  proofs  of  the  dollar 
denominations  as  substitutes  for  the  ex- 
pensive issued  stamps.  Aside  from  the 
inverts  and  the  Ic  1887,  the  $2-5  de- 
nominations are  the  most  valuable  of  the 
U.S.  card  plate  proofs.  The  exaggerated 
current  price  for  the  2c  denomination 
may  be  partially  explained  by  the  fact 
that  most  copies  seen  by  the  writer  and 
others  are  of  the  “broken  frame  line” 
variety,  and  hence  are  useful  as  space 
fillers  for  this  increasingly  rare  stamp. 
The  popularity  of  the  series  is  reflected 
in  the  more  than  21-fold  increase  in  value 
over  40  years.  Since  the  current  value  is 
over  one-fourth  the  total  value  of  the 
regular  issue  proofs,  the  remainder 
average  only  a 7.5-fold  increase. 

1891  Issue 

The  $2  and  $5  denominations  of  this 
series  are  among  the  scarcest  and  most 
valuable  of  all  U.S.  regular  issue  stamps. 
It  is  therefore  hardly  surprising  that  the 
1935  listings  were  among  the  highest  of 
any  U.S.  card  plate  proof.  Hence  the 
overall  increase  is  relatively  small,  only 
about  6-fold.  Yet  these  are  among  the 
scarcest  of  the  card  plate  proofs,  never 
having  appeared  in  the  original  five 
emissions  and  only  having  been  issued 
once  after  December,  1894.  One  sheet  of 
each  is  believed  to  have  been  orginally 
available,  of  400  each  for  the  Ic  and  2c 
denominations,  and  of  200  each  for  the 
remaining  values.  All  five  proofs  in  this 
series  are  probably  underpriced.  Many 
position  blocks,  e.  g.,  plate  number,  ar- 
row, and  corner  blocks,  are  probably 
unique. 

Special  Delivery  Issues 

The  probable  numbers  of  El,  2,  and  3 
— 2000,  1500,  and  1100 — are  reasonably 
reflected  in  their  pricing  throughout  the 
past  40  years.  The  slight  disparity  in  the 
value  of  E3  reflects  its  close  association 
with  the  Columbian  issue,  for  which  it 
was  issued  and  with  which  many  col- 
lectors include  it. 

Postage  Due  Issues 

The  1935  listings  of  the  Postage  Due 
card  plate  proofs  did  not  differentiate 
between  the  1879  (brown)  and  1884-7 
(red  brown)  printings.  Only  in  recent 
years  has  the  comparative  scarcity  of  the 
second  issue  been  reflected  in  the  catalog. 
What  may  be  considered  by  some  as  an 
unusual  listing  in  the  table  showing  the 
contents  of  the  five  emissions  is  based  on 
the  probable  dates  of  printing  and  of  the 
various  color  changes  undergone  by  these 
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series.  The  relatively  higher  prices  for 
the  proofs  of  J5,  17,  and  21  mirror  di- 
rectly the  scarcity  and  high  catalog  val- 
ues of  the  corresponding  issued  stamps. 
Yet  these  are  certainly  among  the  most 
underpriced  and  elusive  of  all  U.S.  plate 
proofs  on  card. 

(Carrier  Issues 

The  Carrier  plate  proofs  on  card  are 
not  scarce,  having  probably  appeared  in 
all  five  emissions.  Yet  they  are  still 
greatly  underpriced. 

Official  Issues 

The  Official  or  Departmental  proofs 
form  a uniquely  beautiful  and  complete 
group  in  themselves.  They  include  92  de- 
signs in  nine  different  colors,  including 
the  bicolored  high  denominations  for  the 
State  Department,  as  well  as  many  un- 
usual shades.  Yet  they  are  extremely 
underpriced,  having  increased  only  3- 
fold  in  catalog  value  over  the  past  40 
years.  Their  high  availability  and  wide 
range  of  shades  leave  little  doubt  that 
they  all  appeared  in  each  of  the  five 
emissions,  for  a total  of  some  230,000 
pieces.  Except  for  the  State  Department 
dollar  denominations,  the  various  dis- 
parate prices  of  these  proofs  do  not  re- 
flect those  of  the  issued  stamps.  Yet  in 
every  Department  except  the  Post  Office 
the  6c  denomination  is  priced  higher  than 
most  of  the  remaining  denominations  in 
each  set.  The  explanation  probably  de- 
rives from  the  fact  that  all  of  the  6c  de- 
nominations portray  a bust  of  Lincoln, 
and  are  thus  indispensable  to  Lincoln- 
iana  collections.  The  6c  Post  Office  has 
a numeral  “6’’  instead  of  the  Lincoln 
bust.  This  explanation  may  also  apply 
to  some  extent  to  the  comparatively  hieh 
value  of  the  card  plate  proof  of  the  1886 
6c  reengraved  design,  which  has  the 
same  bust,  not  to  mention  those  of  the 
1866  15c  Lincoln,  the  1869  90c  Lincoln, 
and  the  extremely  scarce  1873  6c  Bank 
Note  issue. 

Post  Office  Seal 

The  card  plate  proof  of  the  1872  Post 
Office  Registration  Label  (0X1)  re- 
mains a complete  mystery  to  the  writer. 
Not  only  has  he  never  seen  one  but  he 
does  not  know  anyone  else  who  has.  * 


♦ Ernest  Kehr’s  study  of  U.S.  Post  Office  Seals 
published  in  the  January,  1974  issue  of  The  Col- 
lectors Club  Philatelist  states  that  both  India  and 
card  plate  proofs  exist.  He  also  mentions  an  item 
“which  has  all  the  characteristics  of  a plate 
proof  . . . has  a postmark-like,  blue  handstamp 
in  the  central  circle  inscribed  between  two  round 
circles,  ‘NATIONAL  BANK  NOTE  CO.  N.Y.’  and 
in  the  center,  in  three  straight  lines.  Mar.  6 
1873’.” 


Trans -Mississippi  1898  Issue 

The  card  proofs  of  the  2c  and  $2  de- 
nominations of  the  Trans-Mississippi  is- 
sue remain  equally  enigmatic  to  the 
writer,  who  has  never  seen  them  nor 
heard  of  them  aside  from  their  listing  in 
the  Specialized  Catalogue  and  a single 
reference  to  a block  of  four  of  the  $2  de- 
nomination having  been  sold  at  an  auc- 
tion severa^  years  ago. 

1891  Postage  Due  Issue 

Equally,  if  not  more,  enigmatic  and 
elusive  than  the  previous  two  issues. 

Newspaper  & Periodieal  Issues 

The  large  Newspaper  & Periodical 
stamps  appear  in  two  distinct  sets  of 
colors,  as  do  the  card  plate  proofs.  Since 
both  sets  appeared  before  1879,  the  date 
of  the  first  emission,  it  is  difficult  to 
determine  with  certainty  the  sequence 
and  frequency  of  D-*!  printings  of  the 
two  sets.  Relative  catalog  prices,  the 
general  distribution  pattern  of  the  five 
emissions,  and  their  relative  availability 
indicate  that  the  first  colors  were  used 
probably  in  the  first  two  emissions, 
while  the  second  or  reprint  colors  ap- 
peared from  1885  onward.  They  are  all 
vastly  underpriced. 

The  small  Newspaper  & Periodical 
stamp  proofs  present  an  unusual  prob- 
lem to  the  uninitiated.  They  consist  of 
three  groups  of  stamps,  divided  accord- 
ing to  designs  and  colors.  The  first  sec- 
tion comprises  eight  denominations  of  a 
single  design,  all  in  shades  of  black. 
There  were  three  series  of  issued 
stamps:  the  1875  consisted  of  2,  3,  4,  6, 
8,  9,  and  10c  denominations  (PR9-15)  ; 
the  1879  omitted  the  9c  (PR57-62), 
while  the  1885  issued  contained  only  the 
Ic  (PR81).  The  second  section  com- 
prised again  eight  denominations  of  one 
design  (12,  24,  36,  48,  60,  72,  84,  and 
96c),  issued  in  rose  (PR16-23),  red 
(PR63-70),  and  carmine  (PR82-9)  in  the 
above  years.  The  third  section  has  nine 
denominations  in  nine  different  designs 
from  $1.92  to  $60.00,  issued  in  two  sets 
of  colors  varying  slightly  from  each 
other,  in  1875  (PR24-32)  and  1879 

(PR71-9). 

By  combining  these  seven  groups,  it  is 
possible  to  obtain  12  different  sets  of 
23-25  designs.  It  is  unfortunate  that 
such  combinations  have  probably  been 
assembled  by  unsuspecting  collectors. 
However,  by  adhering  to  their  chrono- 
logic sequence,  only  three  sets  are  pos- 
sible. By  March  1879,  six  months  before 
the  probable  date  of  the  first  emis- 
sion. the  Continental  Bank  Note  Com- 
pany had  begun  printing  all  three  sec- 
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tions  of  the  small  Newspaper  stamps, 
using  the  original  National  plates.  The 
first  section  was  again  printed  in  black, 
while  the  color  of  the  second  section  was 
changed  from  rose  to  red.  The  nine 
colors  of  the  third  section  differed  by 
shades  from  the  National  printings. 
Overall,  the  National  and  Continental 
printings  of  the  issued  stamps  are  dis- 
tinguishable by  the  paper,  thin  and  hard 
for  the  former  and  soft  and  porous  for 
the  latter.  In  1885,  the  American  Bank 
Note  Company  added  the  Ic  denomina- 
tion in  black,  and  changed  the  color  of 
the  second  section  to  carmine.  These 
printings  can  be  distinguished  from  the 
two  previous  sets  of  issued  stamps  by 
the  color. 

The  proofs  cannot  be  so  easily  dis- 
tinguished, since  the  same  plates  were 
used  throughout,  except  the  new  Ic 
American  plate.  Proofs  of  the  first  sec- 
tion were  printed  in  black  fiv“  times, 
the  Ic  appearing  four  times.  Knowing 
that  the  colors  of  the  five  printings 
varied  considerably  both  within  a print- 
ing and  from  one  to  another,  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  see  how  one  can  distinguish  be- 
tween proofs  of  PR9-15  and  those  of 
PR57-62,  especially  when  one  considers 
that  both  were  printed  from  the  same 
plates. 

The  plate  proofs  of  the  second  section 
can  be  distinguished  by  their  colors,  rose, 
red,  and  carmine,  although  the  writer 
has  never  seen  a section  that  could  be 
called  red.  The  plate  proofs  of  the  third 
section  can  be  distinguished  by  the  color 
differences.  Under  these  circumstances 
the  number  of  possible  sets  is  reduced  to 
three,  two  with  and  one  without  the  Ic 
denomination.  Based  on  chronologic 
sequence,  the  first  was  issued  in  the  first 
emission,  the  second  section  being  rose. 
The  second  set  was  issued  in  the  second 
emission,  with  the  second  section  in  red, 
while  the  third  set,  with  the  carmine 
second  section,  appeared  in  the  last  three 
emissions  as  well  as  in  the  1894  printing. 

From  the  above  it  is  the  writer’s  con- 
tention that  the  card  plate  proofs  PR57- 
62  should  be  dropped  from  the  Proof 
Section  of  the  Catalogue,  leaving  PR9- 
32,  63-79,  and  81-9.  Even  if  one  were  to 
produce  original  presentation  envelopes 
imprinted  with  dates  of  issue  of  the 
Newspaper  proofs  contained  therein,  the 
only  differences  among  these  designs  are 
the  colors,  and  these  cannot  distinguish 
proofs  of  the  National  and  Continental 
printings  in  black. 

Readers  are  cordially  invited  to  com- 
ment on  the  foregoing.  Much  infor- 
mation and  further  study  are  required. 
It  is  unfortunate  that  during  the  many 


years  during  which  Dr.  Brazer  formed, 
held,  and  used  his  Reference  Collec- 
tion of  the  five  emissions  he  never  to 
this  writer’s  knowledge  published  an 
inventory  of  the  plate  proofs  appearing 
in  each  emission.  One  recent  article 
in  The  Essay-Proof  Journal,  dealing 
with  a complete  presentation  box, 
seemed  more  concerned  with  the  sizes 
of  the  envelopes  and  the  form  of  the 
lettering  than  with  the  contents. 


Britain’s  Old  Chnrclies 
Issue  Designed  by 
Mew  Artist 

The  five  stamps  issued  by  Britain  on 
June  21,  1972  depicting  old  village 

churches,  examples  of  architectural  styles 
dating  back  over  i,ioo  years,  are  the  work 
of  Ronald  Maddox,  They  are  his  first 
stamps,  although  he  has  had  a number  of 
previous  commissions  from  the  Post  Office 
for  first  day  covers,  presentation  packs, 
posters,  charts,  stamp  book  covers  and 
telephone  directory  illustrations. 

The  churches  represent  the  main  peri- 
ods of  architecture  from  early  Saxon  to 
late  Perpendicular  and  also  depict  region- 
al variations  in  style  resulting  from  the 
use  of  local  materials. 


Syncretistic  Theme 
FOR  PTji  Designs 

So-called  “Festivals  of  Joy”  associated 
with  various  religions  and  cultures  fur- 
nished the  theme  for  Fiji’s  issue  of  Oct. 
26,  1973.  The  subjects  are:  3c  Christmas 
(Christian)  ; loc  Diwali  (Hindu),  20c  Id- 
ul-Fitar  (Moslem)  and  25c  Chinese  New 
Year.  All  were  printed  by  lithography 
by  Questa  Colour  Security  Printers  of 
London  and  were  designed  by  Leslie  I). 
Curtis. 
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The  Eagles  and  Ships 
Robert  Ponickau 


By  GENE  HESSLER 


Curator,  Chase  Manhattan  Bank,  Numismatic-Syngraphic  Collection 


At  the  turn  of  the  century  a large  volume  of  engraving  was  being  executed  at 
the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing.  One  of  those  employed  in  the  task  was 
engraver  Robert  Ponickau,  who  was  born  in  Germany  on  August  28,  1846.  After 
coming  to  the  United  States  he  settled  in  Hudson  County,  New  Jersey.  He  joined  the 
engraving  staff  at  the  Bureau  in  September  or  October  of  1893  and  died  on  March  3, 
1920  while  still  working  there. 

Banknotes  and  stamps  were  not  the  only  vehicles  for  Ponickau’s  engraving  talents. 
During  the  time  he  worked  at  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing,  he  created  among 
other  subjects,  a number  of  eagle  and  ship  vignettes  that  have  appeared  on  official  seals, 
certificates  and  numerous  securities. 


3984 

One  of  the  first  dies  Robert  Ponickau  prepared  for  the  Bureau  was  an  “Eagle  and 
Shield”  used  on  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition  Diploma. 


ATT/// 


5468 


5514 
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At  least  two  seals  were  prepared  by  Ponickau  in  1901,  one  for  the  U.  S.  Army  Medical 
Department  and  another  for  the  National  Bureau  of  Standards.  Edward  M.  Weeks 
assisted  Ponickau  on  the  former  and  Robert  A.  Warren  did  likewise  on  the  latter. 


Robert  Ponickau 


6 9-  ’ 
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Another  eagle  was  engraved  with  the  assistance  of  Marcus  W,  Baldwin  toward  the 
end  of  1901.  I'his  vignette  was  used  on  eight  different  Navy  commissions.  At  a later 
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date  this  die  was  transferred  to  another  die  and  became  the  adornment  for  three  Naval 
certificates:  Appreciation  for  U.  S.  Naval  Officers  Transportation  Service;  Commendation, 
Bureau  of  Navigation;  and  the  Honorable  Discharge,  Naval  Reserve  Force.  A similar 
version  appears  on  a Navy  commission  dated  February  29,  1897.  It  has  not  been  con- 
firmed that  this  was  the  work  of  Robert  Ponickau. 


7242 


This  eagle  was  used  on  an  unspecified  variety  of  securities  according  to  records  at  the 
Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing.  The  back  of  the  $i  Federal  Reserve  Bank  Note 
appears  to  bear  the  same  vignette. 

7866 

On  March  i,  1911,  Ponickau  began  engraving  work  on  this  die  used  on  a variety  of 
unspecified  items.  The  only  security  on  which  this  eagle  appeared  was  the  back  of  the 
1914  $1,000  coupon  bond. 


4184 

E.  IVI.  Hall  assisted  Ponickau  in  engraving  the  sailing  vessel  the  Shenandoah.  This 
vignette  appeared  on  the  “Inspector’s  License  for  Masters  of  Sailing  Vessels  over  700 
(jross  Tons.”  Robert  Ponickau  began  work  on  June  23,  1895,  and  records  indicate  that 
Hall  performed  work  on  this  die  in  October. 
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Between  1839  ‘U^d  1847,  the  738-ton  Shenandoah  sailed  the  Atlantic  for  four  different 
ship  lines.  During  this  time  either  James  or  William  H.  West  always  served  as  sailing 
master. 


4187 

E.  M.  Hall  also  contributed  his  engraving  skill  toward  the  creation  of  this  vignette, 
the  St.  Louis,  commencing  work  on  October  25,  1895.  Robert  Ponickau  started  engraving 
two  months  earlier  on  August  7th.  At  this  time  it  has  not  been  definitely  established  on 
which  certificate  or  license  this  vignette  was  used.  The  St.  Louis  was  built  in  Philadelphia 
by  William  Cramp  & Sons  Ship  Sc  Engine  Building  Co.,  being  completed  in  1895.  This 
554-foot  vessel  was  built  for  the  American  Line  and  sailed  between  New  York  and 
Southampton. 


ir8 
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Ilie  battlesliip  Aiaine  was  sunk  in  Havana  Harbor  in  1898,  an  incident  which  trijxgered 
the  Spanish-American  War.  Soon  thereafter  the  Maine  was  depicted  by  Ponickau  on  a 
proprietary  revenue  stamp. 
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The  engraving  of  a “Steam  Yacht”  by  Ponickau  was  used  on  the  “Inspector’s  License 
for  Master  of  Steam  Yachts  over  100  Gross  Tons.”  Such  a vessel  was  250  to  300  feet 
in  length  and  was  in  use  around  1900. 


At  some  future  time  I hope  to  make  available  more  information  concerning  the 
engraving  work  of  Robert  Ponickau. 


Thanks  to  H.  W.  Seaton,  Superintendent,  Management  Services  Division,  Bureau  of  Engraving  and 
Printing  and  to  J.  H.  B.  Smith,  Captain  USN,  Head  Curator,  Navy  Historical  Center. 

References:  “Queen  of  the  Western  World”  by  C.  C.  Cutler,  and  Records  at  the  Bureau  of  Engraving 
and  Printing. 


Two  unusual  views  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament  in  London  appear  on  the  stamps 
issued  Sept.  12,  1973  to  mark  the  19th  Commonwealth  Parliamentary  Association  con- 
ference in  Westminster  Hall.  Each  stamp  gives  an  “end-on”  view  of  the  Palace  of 
Westminster.  The  8p.  in  black,  grey  and  buff  shows  the  Houses  of  Parliament  as 
seen  from  Whitehall.  The  lop.  in  black  and  gold  is  the  view  from  Millbank.  They 
are  the  first  successful  stamp  commission  of  Richard  Downer  and  were  printed  in 
intaglio  and  letterpress  by  Bradbury,  Wilkinson. 


Edmund  Dulac,  the  French-born  British  artist  who  designed  the  French  Marianne 
(Scott  type  A144)  design  as  well  as  Britain’s  types  (Aioo,  A136,  etc.),  did  a Red  Cross 
Fund  label  during  World  War  II  for  a London  newspaper.  This  item  was  described 
by  Sid  Pietzch  in  his  Cinderella  column  in  Linn's  Stamp  News.  It  is  a two-inch  square 
with  a circular,  coinage  type  design  in  the  center  featuring  a Greek  goddess  sort  of 
woman  wiping  her  sword  after  dispatching  a ferocious  dragon.  Pietzsch  suggests  the 
motif  might  serve  as  an  official  emblem  for  Women’s  Lib! 
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Mobson  Lowe’s  IBNA  Emcyclopaedia 

The  Encyclopaedia  of  British  Empire  Postage  Stamps  1639- ig52.  Volume  V , The  Empire 
in  North  America,  available  from  HJMR  Co.,  P.  O.  Box  308,  North  Miami,  FL  33161 

Happiness  for  a philatelic  literature  enthusiast  is  the  inch-and-a-half  thick  Volume 
of  Robson  Lowe’s  monumental  series  on  the  postal  history  and  stamps  of  the  British 
Empire.  This  long-awaited  addition  to  the  series  is  so  big  that  at  first  paging  through 
one  does  not  comprehend  the  wealth  of  information  in  it,  nor,  of  course,  can  one  deter- 
mine the  extent  of  errors  or  omissions,  if  any.  The  book  covers  the  geographical  area 
^‘from  Panama  to  the  North  Pole”  and  thus  will  be  nicknamed  the  “BNA”  volume. 

Layout  and  scope  differ  somewhat  from  the  earlier  volumes  in  the  series,  with  the 
more  ordinary  stamps  unpriced  so  more  detailed  attention  can  be  given  to  the  unusual. 
Values  of  that  type  of  material  are  expressed  hy  several  different  codes.  Thus,  it  is 
a book  whose  plan  must  be  mastered  before  it  can  be  used  successfully. 

The  first  64  pages  are  devoted  to  the  history  of  the  posts  in  the  American  Colonies, 
1606-1783.  Illustrated  with  maps  and  documents,  it  should  serve  as  a springboard  for 
further  studies  in  this  period.  The  second  part  of  the  book,  253  pages  long,  is  devoted 
to  Canada — geography,  history,  postal  history,  rates,  independent  posts,  postal  markings, 
U.  S.  1847  stamps  used  in  Canada,  adhesive  and  postal  stationery  issues,  forgeries,  and 
more. 

The  Maritime  Provinces  merit  another  hundred  pages,  Newfoundland  120  pages, 
and  British  Columbia  35.  Final  sections  deal  with  Bermuda,  British  Honduras,  and 
British  Postal  Agencies  in  the  Western  Hemisphere. 

Essay-proof  collectors  have  not  been  overlooked  in  this  book  dominated  by  stamps 
and  postal  history.  However,  their  material  is  not  listed  in  catalog  form.  Rather,  such 
listings,  where  available,  are  pointed  out  in  bibliographies,  and  the  entire  field  of  essays 
and  proofs  for  any  given  issue  is  treated  in  surveys  summarizing  general  types  and 
characteristics,  with  selected  illustrations.  Essays  and  proofs  are  integrated  into  the 
story  of  an  issue  rather  than  segregated  in  a special  section. 

One  would  wish  that  the  sort  of  introductory  and  background  information  included 
in  the  story  of  each  issue  could  be  incorporated  into  our  own  Scott’s  U.  S.  Specialized 
Catalogue.  Although  the  Robson  Lowe  volumes,  like  any  work  of  man,  are  not  perfect 
in  all  respects,  they  are  models  of  advanced  philatelic  literature.  In  the  words  of  the 
jacket  “blurb”: 

“The  last  word  wfill  never  be  written  about  postal  history  and  philately.  New 
discoveries  are  always  being  made  and  the  diligent  work  of  thousands  of  student  col- 
lectors all  over  the  world  is  constantly  throwing  new  light  on  old  theories. 

“This  volume  contains  a summary  of  all  that  has  been  written  about  the  British 
North  American  postal  service  and  postage  stamps,  both  handstamps  and  adhesives.  To 
this  hard  core  has  been  added  much  that  has  not  appeared  in  print  before.  Sources  are 
given  as  well  as  an  extensive  bibliography  so  that  the  reader  may  find  more  detailed 
information  should  he  need  it.  . . . It  is  hoped  that  this  volume  will  bring  the  true 
collector  a wealth  of  happiness  in  his  hobby  and  prove  to  be  a faithful  companion.” 


H.  R.  Harmer,  Ltd.  of  London  has  reported  the  realization  in  1973  of  f 1,600  for 
tFe  rare  pale  ultramarine  die  proof  of  the  Palestine  one  piastre  of  1918,  a record  for 
iiny  item  of  that  country. 
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The  Crawford Ackerman^ Lilly 
Sheets  of  U.  S.  Plate  Proofs 

^ A Legacy 

By  HOWARD  S.  FRIEDMAN,  Ph.D. 


During  the  past  two  years  this 
writer  has  published  several 
articles  dealing  with  the  sources, 
dates,  purposes,  quantities,  and  other  as- 
pects of  both  die  and  plate  proofs  of 
United  States  stamps.  He  is  not  abashed 
to  say  at  this  time  that  much  of  what  is 
contained  in  these  articles  is  based  on 
conjecture,  conflicting  and  incomplete 
evidence  and  data,  and  often  hearsay. 
Yet  this  writer  has  stated  repeatedly  that 
this  was  so,  that  the  information  and  the 
literature  available  to  him  on  these  sub- 
jects were  scant,  and  that  he  would  be 
pleased  to  be  corrected  if  wrong  and  to 
receive  the  correct  information  and  in- 
terpretation, Data — philatelic  data  in 
this  case — and  especially  incomplete  data 
are  notoriously  prone  to  misinterpreta- 
tion or  at  least  alternative  interpretation. 
No  one  knew  this  better,  probably,  than 
Luff,  Ashbrook,  and  Perry. 

This  writer  now  repeats  his  contention 
that  there  are  probably  several  collectors 
and  dealers  of  essays  and  proofs  who 
have  much  information  that  could  be  im- 
parted, if  only  they  could  be  persuaded 
to  share  it  and  thus  fill  in  some  of  the 
numerous  gaps  in  this  area  of  philatelic 
history.  Therefore  this  writer  has  no 
fear  and  only  minor  concern  in  putting 
forth  certain  theories  and  hypotheses,  on 
the  grounds  that  when  firmer  evidence 
is  available  and  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
all  of  us  interested  in  these  facts,  the 
truth  will  become  known. 

With  this  in  mind,  let  us  proceed  to  a 
subject  of  some  importance  to  collectors 
and  students  of  U.S.  plate  proofs.  This 
writer  has  opened  up  a source  of  in- 
formation which,  although  used  casually 
by  other  students  of  philately  in  the  past, 
he  believes  has  not  hitherto  been  fully 
exploited.  This  is  the  use  of  auction  and 
other  sales  catalogs  and  price  lists,  based 
on  the  simple  premise  that  what  has  been 
listed  and  sold  must  exist.  While  this 
premise  is  simple,  its  interpretation  is 
not  always  a straightforward  one.  Some 
auction  and  price  list  descriptions  of 
various  proofs  are  not  only  incomplete 
but  often  quite  misleading,  if  not  com- 
pletely incorrect.  Two  cases  in  point  are 
two  recent  auctions.  In  one  was  de- 
scribed a full  sheet  of  100  of  the  Ic  black 
Atlanta  printing,  while  the  lot  following 
it  consisted  of  singles  of  the  complete 
set  in  black,  making  101  copies.  In 


a March,  1974  auction  catalog,  two  con- 
secutive lots  were  each  described  as  ‘Tc 
Black,  Atlanta  Trial  Color  Proof  (156- 
TC),  Complete  sheet  of  100.”  Since  this 
writer  is  aware  of  no  information  which 
would  lead  one  to  assume  that  there  were 
more  than  100  or  150  of  any  design  in  a 
single  color — much  less  two  full  sheets! 
— one  wonders  then  what  the  actual  con- 
tents of  these  auction  lots  were.  * 

But  to  our  present  story.  Most  of  you 
have  heard  of  various  fabulous  and 
priceless  heirlooms  passed  down  through 
many  generations  of  families.  Depend- 
ing on  the  substance  of  these  heirlooms, 
they  may  have  been  passed  down  intact, 
or  been  eroded  bit  by  bit.  As  with  such 
families,  so  the  philatelic  brother  - and 
sisterhood  has  its  legacies,  in  the  form 
of  various  priceless  and  often  irreplace- 
able items,  some  residing  in  museums  or 
libraries  and  some  in  the  hands  of  pri- 
vate collectors  or  dealers.  One  such 
legacy,  now  largely  in  the  hands  of  the 
latter,  comprises  the  several  sets  of  full 
sheets  of  plate  proofs  on  both  India  paper 
and  card  which  were  known  to  have  been 
in  the  great  U.S.  collection  of  the 
Earl  of  Crawford  around  the  beginning 
of  this  century.  Numerous  references  to 
and  descriptions  of  these  have  appeared 
in  the  philatelic  literature  from  time  to 
time  over  the  past  70  years,  often  as 
passing  remarks  or  in  reference  to  other 
great  collections.  Almost  none  is  com- 
prehensive or  replete  with  details. 

The  story,  told  in  numerous  short 
bursts  by  Dr.  Clarence  Brazer  and  others 
in  The  Essay-Proof  Journal  and  gleaned 
from  various  other  sources,  briefly  is 
this:  At  some  time  prior  to  1905,  James 
Ludovic  Lindsay,  the  Earl  of  Crawford, 
is  said  to  have  acquired  a “set”  of  211 
sheets  of  plate  proofs  of  U.S.  stamps  on 
card.  Since  the  main  portion  of  (jraw- 
ford’s  collection  of  U.S.  essays  and 
proofs  is  believed  to  have  been  formed 
by  Henry  G.  Mandel,  a former  employee 
of  the  American  Bank  Note  Company,  it 
was  formerly  thought  that  these  sheets 
came  from  the  latter’s  collection,  which 


* It  is  the  writer’s  conjecture  that  these  may 
be  trial  color  proofs  in  black  on  card,  as  described. 
Although  not  listed  in  the  Proof  Section  of 
the  Specialized  Catalogue,  several  singles  and 
blocks  of  four  which  appear  to  be  on  card  have 
been  seen  by  this  writer. 
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was  apparently  sold  by  the  J.  W.  Scott 
Co.  Ltd,  and  the  J.  C.  Morgenthau  Co. 
around  March,  1903, 

The  original  orders  for  proofs  for  each 
of  the  five  emissions  of  card  plate  proofs 
called  for  500  impressions  of  each  de- 
sign to  be  delivered  by  the  American 
Bank  Note  Company  to  the  U.S.  Post 
Office  Department.  This  would  require 
10  printings  from  plates  of  50  designs, 
e.  g.,  the  1875  reproductions  of  the  1847 
issue;  five  printings  from  plates  of  100 
designs,  e.  g.,  the  Special  Deliveries;  50 
printings  from  plates  of  10  designs,  e.  g., 
the  State  Department  dollar  denomina- 
tions; and  so  forth.  From  four  printings 
of  a 150-design  plate  or  two  of  a 300- 
design  plate,  as  of  the  1869  l-12c  de- 
nominations, a part  sheet  of  100  would 
remain.  Moreover,  it  would  be  no  prob- 
lem to  print  extra  sheets  of  any  designs 
at  any  of  the  five  times.  One  wonders, 
therefore,  if  the  remainder  sheets  could 
not  have  come  into  MandeTs  possession 
at  the  time  of  one  or  more  of  the  last 
three  emissions,  since  he  was  associated 
with  the  American  Bank  Note  Company 
from  1886  until  his  death  in  1902. 

In  EPJ  No.  14,  Brazer  states  that  “the 
Earl  of  Crawford  in  1910  had  complete 
panes  of  100  cardboard  proofs  in  normal 
colors  made  in  1893.”  In  the  same  num- 
ber (page  249)  the  only  (then)  known 
set  of  1869  Atlanta  trial  color  printings 
in  blocks  of  four  is  noted,  from  Craw- 
ford’s collection.  The  earliest  dated 
transfer  of  a set  of  cardboard  plate 
proofs  is  in  1904,  when  the  Earl  of  Craw- 
ford acquired  not  only  Mandel’s  great 
collection  but  also  the  full  set  of  211 
sheets  of  the  1893  printing  of  the  plate 
proofs  on  card  which  formerly  belonged 
to  Dr.  J.  A.  Petrie,  the  original  owner 
of  the  complete  panes  of  the  Atlanta 
trial  color  printings.  It  is  also  probable 
that  Crawford  at  this  time  acquired  the 
Atlanta  trial  color  panes,  as  well  as  the 
sheets  of  the  1869  bicolor  inverted  cen- 
ters, both  of  which  had  formerly  been 
acquired  by  Petrie. 

These  transactions  were  all  apparently 
carried  out  through  the  old  Nassau 
Stamp  Company  of  New  York  City, 
owned  by  John  A.  Klemann  and  his  broth- 
er Jacob  J,  Klemann.  John  Klemann 
is  reputed  to  have  been  the  greatest  deal- 
er in  U.S.  essays  and  proofs,  having 
bought  at  one  time  or  another  the  col- 
lections of  Petrie,  Mandel,  Edward  H. 
Mason,  Joseph  E.  Ralph  (retired  Direc- 
tor of  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  & Print- 
ing), Lozier,  and  others.  Toward  the  end 
of  1915  Klemann  braved  the  German 
submarine  menace  of  World  War  I and 
went  to  England,  where  he  purchased 
the  entire  47  volumes  and  seven  port- 
folios of  the  U.S.  stamps  and  proofs  in 


the  Crawford  collection.  No  accurate  in- 
ventory of  the  essays  and  proofs  in  the 
Crawford  collection  is  known  to  this 
writer. 

Senator  Ernest  R.  Ackerman,  heir  to 
many  of  the  collections  cited  above,  died 
in  October,  1931.  In  his  will  be  be- 
queathed “to  the  Library  of  Congress 
of  the  United  States  of  America  all 
proofs  of  United  States  stamps  which 
shall  be  owned  by  me  at  the  time  of  my 
death,”  Only  about  three  volumes  of 
common,  mostly  single,  proofs  were  re- 
ceived bv  the  Librarv.  in  1937.  The  in- 
ventory of  Ackerman’s  collection  includ- 
ed 238  sheets  of  10  to  400  U.S.  India 
paper  plate  proofs,  as  well  as  215  sheets 
of  plate  proofs  on  card.  It  is  this 
writer’s  belief  that  the  former  came 
from  the  Mandel  collection,  while  the  lat- 
ter came  from  Petrie’s  holdings,  both 
having  been  acquired  by  the  Earl  of 
(Crawford  in  1904.  In  1955,  Brazer  pub- 
lished the  1937  inventory  of  the  India 
paper  sheets,  which  comprised  99  sheets 
of  regular  issues,  92  sheets  of  Depart- 
mentals,  and  49  sheets  including  the 
Carriers,  Newspaper  & Periodicals,  Of- 
ficial Seal,  and  Postage  Dues.  The  total 
is  240  sheets  which,  while  differing  from 
the  figure  of  238  quoted  above,  agrees 
exactly,  sheet  for  sheet,  with  those  sold 
at  auction  by  Harmer,  Rooke  & Co.  on 
June  5,  1951.  The  complete  listing  is 
given  here.  Unfortunately  many  of  the 
plate  numbers  are  not  given  since  they 
were  cut  out  of  the  sheets,  although  the 
sizes  of  the  sheets  (or  panes)  are  known. 
The  following  facts  are  of  interest: 

There  are  no  sheets  of  the  1847  issue 
nor  of  the  1875  reproductions.  The 
1851-7  issue  is  represented  by  the  1875 
reprints.  In  the  1861  series,  the  10c  and 
24c  denominations  are  represented  by  the 
First  Designs,  i.  e.,  the  essays,  while  the 
3c  is  in  rose  only,  there  being  no  lake  or 
scarlet.  The  1869  issue  includes  both  the 
initial  and  reprint  (1880)  printings  of 
the  Ic,  as  well  as  both  Types  II  and  III 
of  the  15c.  The  1870  Nationals  are  com- 
plete, including  two  extra  sheets.  In  the 
1873  Continental  printing  the  6c,  10c, 
24c,  and  90c  denominations  are  missing, 
as  is  the  1887  Ic  American  (No.  212). 
The  1890  issue  is  complete  in  sheets  of 
200,  including  both  the  lake  and  carmine 
shades  of  the  2c.  The  Columbians  are 
complete  in  sheets  of  100,  with  an  extra 
sheet  of  120  of  the  2c. 

Many  of  these  sheets  were  acquired  at 
this  sale  for  the  Josiah  K.  Lilly  collec- 
tion, which  was  sold  in  September  1967 
by  Robert  A.  Siegel.  The  Lilly  collection 
at  that  time  included  only  the  10c  First 
Design  (No.  55)  and  the  2c  (No.  73) 
and  15c  (No.  77)  denominations  of  the 
1861-6  issue.  The  1873  Continental 
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printings  were  also  missing,  as  well  as 
the  extra  sheet  of  the  2c  Columbian.  The 
remaining  sheet  was  now  of  110  designs, 
the  extra  row  having  been  removed  be- 
cause it  was  damaged,  as  described  in 
the  Ackerman  sale.  All  of  the  remaining 
sheets  were  intact,  except  the  Ic  (PR81) 
and  $1.92  (PR24  or  71)  Newspapers.  It 
is  interesting  to  note  that  the  sma^' 
Newspaper  & Periodical  sheets,  original- 
ly inventoried  as  PR57-79,  appeared  in 
the  Siegel  auction  as  PR9-32!  The  list 
of  sheets  in  the  Ackerman  sale,  as  well 
as  those  remaining  in  the  Lilly  sale,  is 
given  below. 

According  to  the  prices  realized,  the 
entire  lot  of  India  paper  proof  sheets 
from  the  Lilly  collection  were  sold  as  a 
unit.  Whether  or  not  this  means  that 
they  are  still  intact  only  time — and  the 
dealers — can  tell.  However,  it  has  been 
reported  that  both  the  India  and  card 


sheets  were  acquired  by  the  Weill  firm 
of  New  Orleans.  Of  the  Ackerman 
sheets,  the  following  were  not  in  the 
Lilly  sale:  the  1875  reprint  of  the  1857 
24c;  the  1861  issues  except  the  10c  First 
Design;  the  duplicate  1870  and  the  en- 
tire group  of  1873  Bank  Notes;  the  1882 
5c;  the  entire  1890  series;  the  10c,  30c, 
and  50c  Postage  Dues  in  normal  brown; 
and  the  Ic  and  $1.92  Newspaper  & 
Periodical  values.  Of  further  interest  is 
the  absence  from  both  collections  of  the 
following:  the  1861  First  Designs,  ex- 
cept the  10c  and  24c;  the  1861  3c  lake 
and  scarlet,  and  the  24c  lilac;  the  6c, 
10c,  24c,  and  90c  Continental  Bank  Notes 
of  1873;  the  1881  3c  green;  the  1881 
Ic  ultramarine;  the  1888  5c  indigo;  the 
1894  2c  Type  III;  the  1887  l-5c  Postage 
Dues;  and  various  Post  Office  Seals  and 
large  and  small  Newspaper  & Period- 
icals. 


SHEETS  OF  INDIA  PAPER  PLATE  PROOFS  IN  THE  ACKERMAN  AND  LILLY  SALES 


Scott 

Plate 

Lilly 

No. 

Size 

No. 

sale 

40-1 

100 



X 

42 

200 

— 

X 

43-4 

100 

— 

X 

45-7 

200 

— 

24c  missing 

58 

200 

4 

X 

60 

200 

6 

63 

100 

56 

65 

200 

44 

76 

100 

58 

68 

100 

59 

69 

100 

60 

71 

200 

7 

72 

200 

18 

73 

100 

57 

X 

77 

200 

41 

X 

112 

300 

1 

X 

113 

300 

28 

X 

114 

300 

12 

X 

115 

300 

13 

X 

116 

300 

16 

X 

116 

300 

15 

X 

117 

300 

17 

X 

119 

100 

31,23 

X 

129 

100 

32,23 

X 

120 

100 

20,24 

X . 

121 

100 

21,21 

X 

122 

100 

22,22 

X 

133 

150 

33 

X 

145 

200 

16 

X 

146 

200 

12 

X 

147 

200 

25 

X 

148 

200 

26 

X 

149 

200 

33 

X 

150 

200 

18 

X 

151 

200 

24 

X 

152 

200 

20 

X 

153 

200 

21 

X 

154 

200 

22 

X 

155 

200 

23 

X 

147 

200 

42 

150 

200 

49 

156 

199 

25 

157 

200 

412 

158 

200 

170 

160 

200 

22 

162 

200 

137 

163 

200 

31 

165 

200 

405 

178 

200 

338 

X 

179 

200 

325 

X 

205 

200 

400 

206 

200 

424 

X 

208 

200 

— 

X 

209 

200 

404 

X 

210 

200 

430 

X 

211 

200 

457 

X 

213 

200 

— 

X 

214 

200 

— 

X 

215 

200 

— 

X 

217 

200 

— 

X 

218 

200 

— 

X 

219 

200 

? 

219D 

200 

ig 

220 

200 

— 

221 

200 

21 

222 

200 

53 

223 

200 

50 

224 

200 

23 

225 

200 

269 

226-9 

200 

— 

219 

180 

— 

221 

200 

— 

222 

200 

— 

223 

200 

— 

224 

200 

— 

230 

100 

? 

X 

231 

120 

? 

X 

231 

100 

39 

X 

232-45 

100 

? 

X 

El-3 

100 

? 

X 

Jl-7 

200 

? 

Jl-4 

J5a,  6a,  7a 

200 

? 

X 

J22-8 

200 

— 

X 

01-67 

100 

1 

X 

068 

10 

121,123 

X 

069 

10 

120,123 

X 

070 

10 

122,123 

X 

071 

10 

124,123 

X 

072-93 

100 

O 

X 

0X4 

100 

— 

X 

PR57-71 

100 

— 

PR9-23 

PR73-9 

100 

— 

PR26-32 

PR81 

100 

— 

LOl 

100 

— 

X 

L02 

200 

1 

X 

Ackerman’s 

inventory 

of  215 

sheets  or  panes  of  plate  proofs  on  card 
did  not  consist,  as  one  might  surmise,  of 
the  211  sheets  from  the  1893  printings 
plus  the  four  sheets  of  1869  inverted  cen- 
ters, both  from  the  Petrie  holdings.  The 
sheets  of  the  inverts  had  been  broken  up 
at  some  time  between  1915  and  1931,  and 
only  the  plate  number  and  imprint  blocks 
of  eight  remained  in  the  Ackerman  sale  in 
1950.  It  would  appear,  however,  that  the 
215  sheets  inventoried  in  1931  remained 
intact  until  1950,  for  there  were  exactly 
that  number  in  the  1950  sale. 
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In  order  that  one  may  view  the  various 
changes  that  took  place  in  these  col- 
lections, the  assumed  and  known  con- 
tents of  each  are  presented  in  the  accom- 
panying table,  against  the  entire  list  of 
285  plate  proofs  on  card  currently  listed 
in  the  Proof  Section  of  the  U.S.  Special- 
ized Catalogue. 

We  note  the  following: 

(1)  The  sheets  of  3-4P4,  probably  in 
the  Petrie-Crawford  lot,  disappeared 
from  the  Ackerman  sale.  Another  lot 
appeared  in  the  Lilly  group. 

(2)  Ackerman  acquired  three  dupli- 
cate sheets  of  the  1875  reprints  of  the 


1851  designs,  which  apparently  were  not 
acquired  by  Lilly. 

(3)  Petrie-Crawford  probably  did  not 
have  the  1861  3c  rose,  as  it  was  missing 
from  both  the  Ackerman  and  Lilly  sales. 
This  would  appear  to  confirm  Brazer’s 
(and  I believe  Chase’s)  contention  that 
this  color  only  appeared  in  two  emis- 
sions. 

(U)  Thepl869  Ic  is  described  as  No. 
112  in  the  Ackerman  sale  and  as  No.  133 
in  the  Lilly  sale.  This  would  tend  to  con- 
firm the  writer’s  opinion  that  after  1880 
the  reprint  plate  was  probably  used  for 
the  four  subsequent  emissions.  More- 
over, it  is  essentially  impossible  to  dis- 
tinguish these  two  proofs  by  color  alone. 


CARDBOARD  SHEETS  OF  PLATE  PROOFS  FROM  PETRIE,  CRAWFORD 

ACKERMAN  AND  LILLY 


Scott 

Petrie- 

213 

X 

X 

X 

No. 

Crawford 

Ackerman 

Lilly 

214 

X 

X 

X 

215 

X 

X 

X 

(probable) 

216 

X 

X 

X 

217 

X 

X 

X 

3 

X 

X 

218 

X 

X 

X 

4 

X 

X 

219 

X 

40 

X 

x(2) 

X 

219D 

41 

X 

X 

X 

220 

X 

X 

42 

X 

X 

X 

221 

X 

X 

43 

X 

x(2) 

X 

222 

X 

X 

44 

X 

x(2) 

X 

223 

X 

X 

45 

X 

X 

X 

224 

X 

X 

46 

X 

X 

X 

225 

X 

X 

47 

X 

X 

X 

226 

X 

X 

63 

X 

X 

X 

227 

X 

X 

65 

228 

X 

X 

76 

X 

X 

X 

229 

X 

X 

68 

X 

X 

X 

230 

X 

x(90) 

x(90) 

69 

X 

X 

X 

231 

X 

x(80) 

x(80) 

70 

232 

X 

X 

X 

78 

X 

X 

X 

233 

X 

X 

x 

71 

X 

X 

X 

234 

X 

X 

X 

72 

X 

X 

X 

235 

X 

X 

X 

73 

X 

X 

X 

236 

X 

x(2) 

x(2) 

74 

X 

X 

X 

237 

X 

X 

X 

77 

X 

X 

X 

238 

X 

X 

X 

112/133 

X 

x(112) 

x(133) 

239 

X 

X 

X 

113 

X 

X 

X 

240 

X 

X 

X 

114 

X 

X 

X 

241 

X 

X 

X 

115 

X 

X 

X 

242 

X 

X 

X 

116 

X 

X 

X 

243 

X 

X 

X 

117 

X 

X 

X 

244 

X 

X 

X 

129 

X 

X 

X 

245 

X 

X 

X 

120 

X 

X 

X 

247-50 

121 

X 

X 

X 

256,  62, 

63 

122 

X 

X 

X 

286,  93 

129a 

X 

PlBl  8 

El,  2 

X 

X 

120a 

X 

PIBI  8 

E3 

X 

X 

121a 

X 

PlBl  8 

Jl-7 

122a 

X 

PlBl  8 

115-21 

156 

J22-8 

X 

X 

X 

157 

X 

X 

J32 

158 

LOl-2 

X 

X 

X 

159 

01-9 

X 

X 

X 

160 

X 

X 

X 

010-4 

X 

X 

X 

161 

015-24 

X 

x(021  miss)x(021  miss) 

162 

X 

X 

X 

025-34 

X 

X 

X 

163 

X 

X 

035-45 

X 

X 

X 

164 

X 

163 

047-56 

X 

X 

X 

165 

X 

X 

057-67 

X 

X 

X 

166 

X 

155 

155 

069-71 

X 

X 

X 

178 

X 

X 

068a-71a 

069a,  71a 

069a, 71a 

— 

179 

X 

X 

072-82 

X 

X 

X 

205 

X 

X 

X 

083-93 

X 

X 

X 

206 

X 

X 

X 

0X1 

207 

X 

X 

X 

PR2-4 

x(2) 

208 

X 

X 

X 

PR5-7 

X 

209 

X 

X 

PR9-32 

PR14  PR14 

— 

210 

X 

X 

X 

PR57-79 

PR67-62  PR57-62 

— 

211 

X 

X 

X 

PR71-9 

212 

(7)x 

PR81-89 

X 

X 
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(5)  The  1869  invert  sheets  known  to 
be  in  the  Petrie-Crawford  and  Ackerman 
collections  were  not  acquired  by  Lilly, 
as  they  were  known  to  have  been  broken 
up. 

( 6)  The  1873  Ic,  3c,  6c,  and  10c  were 
in  neither  the  Ackerman  nor  the  Lilly 
sales,  and  therefore  probably  not  in 
Petrie-Crawford.  This  confirms  the 
writer’s  contention  that  Nos.  206-9  were 
substituted  for  these  values  following 
the  appearance  of  the  reengraved  de- 
signs. All  of  the  latter  were  in  both 
Ackerman  and  Lilly,  and  therefore  prob- 
ably in  Petrie-Crawford. 

(7)  The  carmine/rose  carmine  90c 
Bank  Note  sheet  is  listed  as  No.  155  in 
both  Ackerman  and  Lilly.  This  plate 
proof  is  no  longer  listed  in  the  Proof  Sec- 
tion. Moreover,  since  the  plate  proofs 
(if  both  exist)  can  be  distinguished  only 
by  color,  its  identification  is  a moot 
question. 

(8)  The  Ackerman  catalog  lists  a sheet 
of  the  2c  brown,  with  top  and  bottom 
American  Bank  Note  Company  imprints 
and  plate  number  413,  as  a trial  color 
proof,  183TC4.  Firstly,  no  trial  color 
proofs  of  No.  183  are  currently  listed. 
Secondly,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  this 
was  the  final  plate  of  this  denomination 
prepared  by  the  American  Bank  Note 
Company,  and  probably  the  one  in  the 
best  state  of  preservation,  it  is  the 
writer’s  opinion  that  the  same  plate  was 
used  for  all  five  emissions  to  print  both 
No.  157  and  No.  178,  the  one  in  brown 
and  the  other  in  vermilion. 

(9)  Neither  Ackerman  nor  Lilly  had 
a sheet  of  the  1890  2c  lake;  therefore 
Petrie  and  Crawford  probably  did  not 
have  it  either.  This  would  confirm 
Brazer’s  opinion,  and  that  of  the  writer, 
that  the  lake  shade  was  prepared  for  the 
1890  emission,  while  the  carmine  shade 
was  used  for  the  later  printings.  The 
1890  card  sheets  were  not  acquired  by 
Lilly,  possibly  because  the  Ic  value  was 
missing  from  the  Ackerman  collection. 

(10)  The  identity  of  the  Ackerman  and 
Lilly  lots  of  Columbian  card  proofs  is 
obvious  from  the  table,  Ackerman  hav- 
ing acquired  an  extra  sheet  of  the  8c 
value. 

(11)  Petrie-Crawford  should  have  had 
a sheet  of  only  the  1893  10c  orange  Spe- 
cial Delivery,  although  it  is  possible  that 
they  had  all  three.  Ackerman  obviously 
had  all  three,  but  apparently  Lilly  was 
unwilling  or  unable  to  obtain  them. 

(12)  All  four  accumulations  contained 
the  same  1891  Postage  Due  sheets  in 
claret,  as  well  as  both  Carriers  and  the 
92  Departmentals.  Ackerman  seems  to 
have  lost  or  mislaid  the  15c  Interior 


sheet,  as  this  was  missing  from  both  his 
and  Lilly’s  sets. 

(13)  The  large  Newspaper  & Periodi- 
cal sheets  of  Ackerman  are  identified  as 
PR2-4,  and  he  seems  to  have  acquired 
another  set  of  three  sheets.  As  their 
current  whereabouts  are  unknown  (none 
were  in  the  Lilly  sale)  and  the  colors 
have  never  been  listed,  we  are  unable  to 
say  whether  both  sets  were  PR2-4  or 
PR5-7,  or  a set  of  each.  Those  acquired 
by  Petrie-Crawford,  if  the  writer’s  sur- 
mise is  correct,  should  have  been  PR5-7. 

(1A)_  The  small  Newspaper  & Periodi- 
cals in  the  Ackerman  sale  are  listed  as 
PR57-81,  that  is,  PR57-62,  63-71,  72-9, 
and  81.  The  sales  catalog  does  not  indi- 
cate that  the  9c  value  (PR14),  was  in- 
cluded, nor  is  the  total  number  of  sheets 
given.  Since  these  sheets  were  not  in 
the  Lilly  sale,  we  cannot  be  certain. 
However,  in  order  to  bring  the  total 
count  of  sheets  in  the  Ackerman  sale  to 
215,  PR14  must  be  included. 

(15)  The  following  sheets  appear  to 
have  been  missing  from  all  four  collec- 
tions: Nos.  65,  70,  156,  158,  159,  161,  212, 
and  219D.  Aside  from  certain  popular  and 
high  values,  as  well  as  the  inverted  cen- 
ters, these  are  the  highest  priced  among 
the  card  plate  proofs. 

From  the  above  analysis,  it  is  the 
writer’s  opinion  that  the  original  lot  of 
211  card  sheets  of  plate  proofs  owned 
by  Petrie  and  said  to  have  been  acquired 
by  Crawford  did  comprise  those  in  the 
late  1893  emission.  As  presented  else- 
where, the  writer  believes  that  none  of 
the  proofs  listed  in  paragraph  (15) 
above  appeared  in  the  last  emission.  If 
these  are  completely  eliminated  from 
the  Petrie-Crawford  list  and  El-2  added, 
the  total  is  211.  The  source  of  the  extra 
four  sheets  is  somewhat  misty.  One  can- 
not determine  at  this  time  whether  they 
were  the  inverts  of  the  1869’s  or  of  the 
State  Department  dollar  denominations. 
Although  only  the  $2  and  $20  sheets  are 
shown  in  the  Ackerman  and  Lilly  sales, 
the  $5  invert  is  currently  listed  in  the 
Proof  Section  of  the  Specialized  Cata- 
logue. The  writer  is  not  familiar  with 
the  history  of  these  items. 

Although  it  has  often  been  said  during 
the  past  half-century  that  the  Earl  of 
Crawford  had  a complete  set  of  211 
panes  from  the  late  1893  emission  of 
card  plate  proofs,  no  one  has  heretofore 
attempted  to  establish  just  what  the  con- 
tents of  that  emission  was.  Hopefully 
this  article  and  the  one  accompanying  it 
will  shed  some  light  on  this  question. 
Many  problems  still  remain  unsolved. 
Where  are  the  sheets  of  Nos.  153  (164), 
155  (166),  157  (184TC?),  163,  165,  and 
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219?  Where  and  what  are  the  sheets  of 
the  large  and  small  Newspaper  & Periodi- 
cal designs?  It  is  most  unfortunate,  and 
frustrating  to  this  writer,  that  during 
his  many  years  of  studying,  accumulat- 
ing, and  writing  on  the  subject  of  the 
five  emissions  of  the  card  plate  proofs. 
Dr.  Brazer  never,  to  this  writer’s  knowl- 
edge, set  down  anywhere  the  actual  con- 
tents of  the  five  emissions.  The  legacy 
of  these-  great  quantities  of  sheets  of 
plate  proofs  on  both  India  paper  and 
card  is  probably  unique.  During  its  80 
or  more  years  of  existence  most  of  it  has 
been  concentrated  in  the  collections  and 
accumulations  of  a few  collectors  and 
dealers.  It  is  apparent  that  the  accumu- 
lation has  been  subject  to  gradual  change 
and  attrition,  some  of  the  existing  pieces 
having  been  broken  up  and  made  avail- 
able to  a wider  range  of  collectors.  Al- 
though the  current  whereabouts  of  parts 
of  these  great  collections  are  known,  it 
is  doubtful  that  we  will  ever  again  see 
such  a great  amassing  in  one  collection 
as  those  in  the  Petrie,  Crawford,  Acker- 
man, and  Lilly  collections. 


GOLD  COIN  ON  1974  SOUTH 
AFRICA  DESIGN 

The  centenary  of  the  minting  of  the 
“Burgerspond,”  a gold  coin  of  the  South 
African  Republic,  was  marked  with  a 
special  issue  picturing  both  obverse  and 
reverse  in  gold  lithography. 

In  1873,  President  T.  F.  Burgers 
negotiated  a loan  of  £60,000  with  the  Cape 
Commercial  Bank  on  behalf  of  the  Zuid- 
Afrikaansche  Republiek  in  order  to  im- 
prove the  economy  of  the  country,  which 
had  deteriorated  with  the  depreciation  of 
paper  money.  In  that  year  Burgers  visited 
the  Pilgrim’s  Rest  gold  fields  for  the  first 
time.  When  he  w’ent  there  the  following 
year,  he  purchased  tw'o  gold  nuggets, 
“Emma”  and  “Adelina”,  with  a mass  of 
one  kilogram,  as  well  as  nine  kilos  of 
alluvial  gold  for  the  minting  of  coins.  On 
Feb.  20,  1874,  ten  kilos  of  gold  were  dis- 
patched to  London  together  with  a photo- 
graph of  Burgers  and  a drawing  of  the 
coat  of  arms  of  the  republic  for  the  faces 
of  the  coin  design. 

The  gold  was  refined  in  Britain  by 
Johnson  Matthey  & Co.  The  alloy,  which 
according  to  British  standards  had  to 
consist  of  1 1 parts  gold  and  one  part 


copper,  was  consigned  to  the  firm  of  Ralph 
Heaton  and  Sons  in  Birmingham  for  the 
minting  of  the  coins. 

The  first  695  sovereigns  were  completed 
on  July  25,  1874  and  the  balance  of  138 
plus  approximately  one  and  a half  kilos  of 
gold  were  shipped  to  ZAR  in  September, 
1874.  Altogether  837  Burgerspond  coins 
were  minted,  of  which  the  “dikbaard” 
(thick  beard)  and  “ylbaard”  (thin  beard) 
are  the  best-known  varieties. 

These  gold  coins  were  presented  to 
Parliament  on  Sept.  26,  1874,  resulting  in 
a noisy  assembly,  but  they  w^ere  eventually 
approved.  Further  minting  was,  however, 
prohibited  because  of  the  excessive  pro- 
duction costs  which  amounted  to  26  shill- 
ings a coin.  The  members  also  objected 
on  the  grounds  that  the  head  of  the  presi- 
dent appeared  on  the  coins  in  violation  of 
an  Old  Testament  injunction  against  mak- 
ing a graven  image. 

BRITISH  ESSAYS  FEATURED  IN 
LONDON  PHILATELIST 

The  April  1974  issue  of  The  London 
Philatelist  contains  a wealth  of  comments 
on  and  illustrations  of  unusual  British 
essays  from  a National  Postal  Museum 
display  given  by  A.  G.  Rigo  de  Righi  at 
41  Devonshire  Place.  Material  from  the 
R.  M.  Phillips  Collection  and  the  De  La 
Rue  Archives  comprise  the  bulk  of  the 
illustrations,  which  include  such  things  as 
Perkins  Bacon  essays  on  metallic  paper 
and  an  experimental  “seahorses”  10  shill- 
ing plate  of  1933.  There  also  is  artwork 
by  Edmund  Dulac  and  Eric  Gill  cheek- 
by-jowl  with  R.  W.  Siever’s  1840  pro- 
spectus for  embossed  bicolor  stamps.  The 
accompanying  text  is  helpful  in  under- 
standing these  unique  pieces. 


Lovers  of  fine  calligraphy  and  typog- 
raphy will  note  with  pleasure  the  slight 
change  made  in  the  design  of  Britain’s 
one-pound  definitive  of  the  Machln-head 
design  on  Dec.  6,  1972.  The  pound  sign 
and  numeral  have  been  recast  in  the  simple 
Perpetua  typeface  designed  by  Eric  Gill 
in  1925. 
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Canadiain  Proof  Notes  and  Vignettes 

Anionp:  the  proofs  in  the  Walter  I).  Allan  collection  of  Canadian  paper  money  sold 
b\  Charlton  Numismatics  in  September  1973  were  the  following  items: 


$5.  The  Bank  of  British  North  America,  London,  April  23,  1866.  Proof  P.B. 

EF  Plus.  A few  small  pencil  marks  on  the  face  and  some  light  water 
staining.  Three  tiny  edge  nicks  at  right  end.  Some  brown  stains  (from 
glue?)  on  the  back.  This  may  be  an  ESSAY  as  the  issued  note  is  not  known 
for  this  date.  Two  attractive  vignettes.  Scarce EF  Plus  $110.00 


$5.  The  Farmers  Bank  of  St.  John’s  (1837)  LOWE  imprint.  Proof  or  Trial 
Note.  EF  Plus.  Note  has  a few  light  creases  and  two  minute  pinholes. 

Parts  of  margin  are  narrow.  Two  attractive  early  vignettes.  Unlisted  and 
previously  unknown.  No  issued  notes  known.  A rare  museum  piece.  No 
serial  number,  date,  or  signature.  RRR  375.00 


$20.  Banque  d’Hochelega.  May  2,  1898.  Am.  B.N.  Proof  on  cardboard. 
Tear  in  upper  left  and  3/18x%-inch  top  left  corner  missing.  Attractive 
farming  vignette.  Scarce 


120.00 
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$100.  Banque  d’Hochelega.  March  1,  1907.  Am.  B.N.  Proof  on  cardboard. 
Wide  end  margins.  A few  small  plate  marks  in  margins.  Attractive  ship 
at  dock  with  grain  elevators  vignette.  Very  scarce 

SPECIMEN  NOTE  OF  THE  ROYAL  BANK  OF  CANADA 


$5.  Jan.  2,  1909.  Specimen.  Ser.  000000.  Am.  B.N.  Uncirculated.  Four 
punch  cancel  holes  along  bottom  and  one  red  SPECIMEN  overprint  at 
lower  right.  Beautiful  green  and  black  scroll  work  and  vignette  on  yellow 
tint.  Exceptionally  beautiful  vignette  “Peace”  at  left  as  seen  on  South 
American  bank  notes.  Very  rare Unc. 


/// /zz, /:'//■  fk 
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SPECIMEN  , 


$5.  The  Union  Bank  of  Halifax.  June  1,  1870.  Proof  pasted  on  cardboard. 
Four  punch  holes  near  bottom  and  “Specimen”  in  black  at  lower  left.  Tiny 
nick  at  tip  of  lower  left  corner.  Attractive  green  tint  and  vignette  of  bank 
building  top  centre.  Almost  impossible  to  obtain  issued  notes  of  this  bank. 
Extremely  rare 


190.00 
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BANK  NOTES  AND  MATCHING  DIE  PROOF  VIGNETTE  PAIRS 


$100.  The  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce.  May  1,  1912.  Am.  B.N.  Speci- 
men. Almost  Uncirculated.  A couple  very  light  counting  type  creases  and 
a small  Vs -inch  nick  out  of  bottom  left  margin.  Note  has  six  punch  cancel 
holes  near  bottom  and  small  red  “Specimen”  at  lower  right.  Cancels  are 
through  a blue  serial  number  013501.  Possibly  a regular  note  unsigned  and 
stamped  specimen.  Face  exceptionally  beautiful  blue  and  orange  with  “La 
Critique”  vignette.  The  back  is  a beautiful  green  with  gargoyles  to  each 
side  of  centre  bank  building.  The  rare  matching  die  proof  vignette  is  in 
choice  condition.  It  has  “La  Critique”  under  the  vignette  and  has  National 
Bank  Note  Co.  N.Y.  imprint.  The  note  itself  is  extremely  rare  and  cata- 
logues $550.00  in  V.F AU  650.00 


$10.  The  Merchants  Bank  of  Canada.  July  2,  1886.  Ser.  65095.  Br.  Am. 
B.N.  Choice  EF.  A beautiful  clean  note  with  green  tint  on  the  face.  Three 
attractive  vignettes.  Margin  a little  narrow  at  top  and  top  right  corner. 
The  back  has  a little  soiling  at  lower  left.  Accompanying  the  note  is  the 
rare  matching  die  proof  centre  vignette  of  the  Merchants’  Bank  Building. 
A choice,  small,  intricate  engraving  by  the  British  American  Bank  Note 
Co.  The  note  catalogues  at  $500.00  in  EF 


650.00 


130 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  123 


$10.  The  Bank  of  Prince  Edward  Island.  Jan.  1,  1872.  Ser.  04450.  Br.  Am. 

B.N.  Uncirculated.  Left  margin  cut  right  to  the  design.  Back  has  trace  of 
stamp  hinge  glue.  Accompanying  the  note  is  the  die  proof  vignette  of  the 
sailor  at  the  left  end.  This  is  titled  “First  Mate”  on  the  die  proof  vignette. 

The  note  catalogues  $200.00  in  Unc Unc.  475.00 


UeoiFficial  Britisli  Essays  of  1971 

Various  British  publications,  including  Stamp  Collecting  of  March  28,  1974,  carried 
an  advertisement  of  B.  Alan,  Ltd.  for  “1971  Industrial  Revolution  ‘Stamps.’  ” The  ad 
read ; 

“Even  those  of  you  with  a good  memory  will  not  recall  purchasing  this  four-value 
set  over  the  P.  O.  counter.  You  may  however  recall  the  details  and  illustrations  that 
were  published  in  the  June  1971  editions  of  the  P.  O.  Philatelic  Bulletin  and  the  Gibbons’ 
Stamp  Monthly.  What  neither  publication  mentioned  was  that  Messrs.  Harrison  & Sons 
Ltd.  produced  this  set  in  se-tenant  blocks  of  four  perforated,  complete  with  the  Queen’s 
head  embossed  in  gold.  We  are  able  to  offer  these  superb  full  colour  essays  complete 
with  a fully  illustrated  pamphlet  giving  additional  information.  A limited  number  only 
are  available  at  £15  per  block  of  four.” 

The  block  is  arranged  with  the  5p  Liverpool  Water  Tower  (black,  blue  and  gold) 
in  the  upper  left  corner;  the  3p  Engine  and  Engine  House  (brown,  orange  and  gold) 
in  the  upper  right;  the  9p  Billingford  Windmill  (black,  green  and  gold)  in  the  lower 
left  position;  and  the  73/2P  Welsh  Pithead  Gear  (black,  sepia  and  gold)  in  the  lower 
right  corner. 

Apparently  no  questions  have  been  asked  about  the  appearance  of  this  material  in 
the  marketplace. 
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A Historical  Catalog  of  U,  S. 
Stamp  Essays  and  Proofs 


(Continued  from  Journal  No.  122,  P.'ige  80) 


By  Clarence  W.  Brazer 

Revised  by  Falk  Finkelburg 


Joseph  Perkins  (?-i84i)  Engraver,  34  S.  6th  St.,  Philadelphia,  a brother  of  Jacob 
Perkins,  listed  once  in  the  directory  for  1823.  He  was  in  charge  of  his  brother’s  interests 
after  J.  B.  BACON  went  to  England,  and  removed  to  Boston  where  he  had  a big  business 
in  what  was  known  as  “Perkins  Patent  Banknotes.” 

He  is  listed  annually  in  the  New  York  City  Directories  from  1826  to  1841,  and  his 
widow  apparently  carried  on  his  business  at  the  old  address,  4 John  St.,  from  1842  to 
1844.  A Jacob  Perkins,  Engraver,  was  listed  at  this  address  from  1833  1835,  and 

appears  in  the  Philadelphia  directory  for  1835. 

Henry  Perkins,  Engraver  (?  - ?) — He  first  appears  as  a book  seller  hut  is  listed 
as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Danforth,  Wright  Co.  from  1855  to  1857  Danforth, 

Perkins  iff  Co.  in  1858  and  1859.  He  lived  in  Philadelphia  and  in  i860  appears  as 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Company's  Philadelphia  office  at 
234  Walnut  St. 


1823 — 1827 
1828 — 1831 

1823—1833 

1830—1835 


1835— I H37 


1837—1839 

1839—1843 


1844—1849 

1853 —  1858 

1H59 

1H59 

1850 

1854— 1858? 
1859 

1855— 1859 

1850—1853 

1851  — 1854 
1853—1854 

1854 

1853 

1859 


FAIRMAN,  DRAPER,  UNDERWOOD  & CO.,  45-47  George  St. 

This  imprint  was  on  a banknote  dated  1857. 

DRAPER,  UNDERWOOD  & CO.,  47  Sansom  St.  ab.  8th. 

ROBERT  BALD,  Engraver,  47  Sansom  St. 

DRAPER,  UNDERWOOD,  BALD  & SPENCER,  47  Sansom  St. 
Imprint  used  on  note  dated  1861. 

DRAPER,  UNDERWOOD,  BALD,  SPENCER  & HUFTY,  47  Sansom 
St.,  (John  Draper  withdrew  to  form  firm  of  Draper,  Toppan,  Longacre  & 
Co.)  * 

UNDERWOOD,  BALD,  SPENCER  & CO.,  47  Sansom  St. 
UNDERWOOD,  BALD,  SPENCER  & HUFTY,  Exchange  Bldg.,  S.  3rd 
St.,  (Thomas  Underwood,  Robert  Bald,  Asa  Spencer,  Asa  Spencer,  Jr., 
Samuel  Hufty). 

This  firm  was  known  in  1836  (1839-1845  Joseph  Hufty,  23  S.  4th  St.) 
SPENCER,  HUFTY  & DANFORTH,  Exchange  Bldg. 

Samuel  Hufty  listed  at  this  address  from  1831  to  1845. 

DANFORTH,  WRIGHT  & CO.,  95^  Walnut  St. 

This  firm  was  known  in  1853. 

DANFORTH,  WRIGHT  & CO.,  S.  E.  Cor.  3d  & Walnut  Sts. 
AMERICAN  BANK  NOTE  CO.,  S.  E.  cor.  3d  & Walnut  Sts. 
DANFORTH,  BALD  & CO.,  New  York. 

BALD,  COUSLAND  & CO.,  74  Walnut  St. 

BALD,  COUSLAND  & CO.,  326  Walnut  St. 

BALDWIN,  BALD  & COUSLAND,  N.  Y.  City. 

DANFORTH,  BALD  & CO.,  95j^  Walnut  St. 

DANFORTH.  WRIGHT  & CO.,  9S>^  Walnut  St. 

BALDWIN,  BALD  & CO. 

BALDWIN,  ADAMS  & CO.,  Philadelphia. 

ROBERT  & BALD  & CO.,  Philadelphia. 

AMERICAN  BANK  NOTE  CO.,  S.  E.  cor.  3d  k Walnut  Sts. 
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Th  omas  Underwood — Bank  Note  Engraver  (1795-1849),  was  a member  of  the  firm 
of  FAIRMAN,  DRAPER,  UNDERWOOD  Sc  CO.  from  1823  and  under  its  subsequent 
names  until  1843.  From  1839  to  1845,  he  lived  at  31  N.  nth  St.,  Philadelphia.  He  died 
at  Lafayette,  Indiana,  July  13,  1849,  aged  54  years. 

Robert  Bald — Bank  Note  Engraver  (i8oo?-i859?)  He  came  from  Glasgow,  Scot- 
land, and  first  appears  in  the  1823  Philadelphia  Directory  as  living  at  144  N.  8th  St., 
and  the  following  year  as  an  Engraver  at  47  Sansom  St.,  possibly  being  employed  by 
DRAPER,  UNDERWOOD  Sc  CO.  at  that  address.  In  1833,  he  was  admitted  to  the 
firm  and  he  continued  to  be  a member  until  1843  when  he  probably  founded  the  partner- 
ship of  BALDWIN,  BALD  & COUSLAND.  He  was  not  the  Bald  of  BALD, 
COUSLAND  & CO.,  74  Walnut  St.  whose  name  appears  in  the  Philadelphia  Directory 
from  1854  to  1859  when  the  address  was  326  Walnut  St.  and  which  time  the  firm 
eonsolidated  into  AMERICAN  BANK  NOTE  CO.  His  partner,  Cousland,  a letter 
engraver,  does  not  appear  in  the  Philadelphia  Directories  and  probably  lived  in  the  suburbs. 

Samuel  Hufty — Picture  Engraver  ( 1800  ?-i853  ?)  In  1823  he  was  listed  as  an 
Engraver  at  94  Chestnut  St.,  living  at  261  S.  3d  St.  From  1828  to  1833,  his  business 
address  was  33  S.  4th  St.  In  1835,  he  was  admitted  to  the  firm  of  DRAPER,  UNDER- 
WOOD, BALD,  SPENCER  & HUFTY,  47  Sansom  St.,  in  which  he  continued  until 
1853  when  the  firm’s  address  was  in  the  Exchange  Bldg,  on  S.  3d.  St. 

Joseph  Hufty — Engraver  ( i8oo?-i859?),  first  appears  in  1823  as  a Tavern  Keeper 
at  10  S.  5th  St.,  where  he  continued  at  least  until  1828.  From  1839  to  1845,  he  is  listed 
as  an  Engraver  at  23  S.  4th  St.,  where  in  1859  his  appellation  becomes  “Copper  Plate  and 
Steel  Engraver,”  which  indicates  that  he  was  an  engraver  of  large  picture  plates. 

Danforth,  like  Cousland,  is  not  listed  in  the  Philadelphia  directories.  Mosely  Isaac 
Danforth  was  about  1850  a member  of  the  firm  of  DANFORTH,  UNDERWOOD  & 
CO.  of  New  York,  which  was  consolidated  into  the  AMERICAN  BANK  NOTE  CO. 
in  1858. 

G.  Wright  (i8io?-i859?)  was  a fine(‘^)  engraver  of  vignettes,  buildings,  etc.  and 
worked  in  Philadelphia  in  1837.  He  was  probably  a member  of  the  firm  of  WRIGHT 
& BALCH,  producing  line  portraits  in  New  York  about  this  time.  No  name  of  Wright, 
Engraver  is  to  be  found  in  the  Philadelphia  directories,  so  it  is  probable  that  he  lived 
in  New  York  and  the  Philadelphia  office  of  Danforth,  Wright  & Co.  was  a branch 
of  the  main  office  there. 


1841 — 1851 

1844 

1845 

1845—1850 

1851  — 1855 

1856—1859 

1859 

1859 


CHARLES  WELSH,  Engraver,  191  Christian  St. 

WELSH  & WALTER,  B.N.E.  98  Chestnut  St.,  (Charles  Welsh— A.  B. 
Walter  and  probably  Joseph  Walter  plate  printer.) 

JOHN  DRAPER,  withdrew  from  DRAPER,  TOPPAN  & CO. 
DRAPER  & COMPANY,  60  Walnut  St.,  (John,  Robert  & William 
Draper.) 

DRAPER,  WELSH  & CO.,  22p2  Merchants  Exchange,  (John  & Robert 
Draper-Charles  Welsh.)  This  firm  was  known  in  1850. 

DRAPER,  WELSH  Sc  CO.,  S.  E.  cor.  3rd  Sc  Chestnut  Sts. 

JOCELYN,  DRAPER,  WELSH  & CO. 

AMERICAN  BANK  NOTE  CO.,  S.  E.  cor.  3d  & Walnut  Sts. 


Charles  Welsh — Bank  Note  engraver  ( 1820 ?-i859 ?)  His  address  from  1841  to  1851 
was  191  Christian  St.,  and  in  1842  he  was  living  at  76  George  St.  In  1844  for  a short 
time  he  appears  to  have  been  in  partnership  with  A.  B.  Walter,  and  possibly  his  brother, 
who  was  a plate  printer  at  98  Chestnut  St.  In  1851,  the  Drapers  took  him  into  the 
firm  where  they  set  up  at  22^2  Merchants  Exchange,  and  he  remained  with  this  firm 
until  it  consolidated  into  the  AMERICAN  BANK  NC^TE  C(L  in  1858,  though  in  1859 
DRAPER,  WELSH  & CO.  are  listed  as  a part  of  that  Company  at  their  old  address, 
the  S.  E.  cor.  of  3d  N Chestnut  Sts. 
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1829 — 1830 
1831—  ? 
1831—1834 

1834—1837 


1840 

1841 —  1842 

1842 —  1845 

1845—1849 


1850—1857 


1858—1859 

1860 —  ^1861 

1861 —  (June 

1862 —  1872 


1872 — 1875 
1876 — 1900? 


CHARLES  TOPPAN,  Engraver  & Printer,  30  S.  7th  St. 

CHARLES  TOPPAN  & CO.  and  P.  MAVERICK. 

CHARLES  TOPPAN,  Engraver  & Printer,  28  Sansom  St. 

DRAPER,  TOPPAN,  LONGACRE  & CO.,  60  Walnut  St.  (John  Draper, 
Charles  Toppan,  J.  B.  Longacre.) 

This  firm’s  imprint  is  known  in  1834. 

DRAPER,  TOPPAN  & COMPANY,  103  Locust  St. 

DRAPER,  TOPPAN  & COMPANY,  5 Bank  Place. 

DRAPER,  TOPPAN  & COMPANY,  76^^  Walnut  St.  (John  Draper  with- 
drew to  found  Draper  & Co.) 

TOPPAN,  CARPENTER  & COMPANY,  76^^  Walnut  St.  (Charles 
Toppan,  Joseph  R,  Carpenter,  Henry  E.  Saulnier,  Samuel  H.  & S.  H. 
Carpenter,  Jr.  formed  this  firm  in  March  1844.) 

TOPPAN,  CARPENTER,  CASILEAR  & CO.,  76^^  Walnut  St.  (John 
W.  Casilear  withdrew'  in  October  1854;  (W-  C.  Smillie  1848-1857). 

In  1853  the  New  York  office  w'as  at  29  Wall  St.  when  it  moved  to  the 
Trinity  Bldg. 

TOPPAN,  CARPENTER  & COMPANY,  425  Chestnut  St.  (1858  Charles 
Toppan  became  President  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.) 

TOPPAN,  CARPENTER  & COMPANY,  234  S.  3d  St. 

30)  CHARLES  TOPPAN  & SAMUEL  H.  CARPENTER,  238  S.  3cl  St. 
BUTLER  & CARPENTER,  Jayne  Building,  242  Chestnut  St.,  (burned 
March  4,  1872).  (John  M.  Butler,  died  Oct.  20,  1868  and  Joseph  R. 
Carpenter. ) 

JOSEPH  R.  CARPENTER,  242  Chestnut  St. 

PHILDELPHIA  BANK  NOTE  CO.,  242  Chestnut  St. 

I'his  Company  in  the  1870’s  moved  to  435  Chestnut  St.  at  w'hich  time  Joseph 
R.  Carpenter  was  manager  and  R.  Evans  Peterson,  Superintendent. 


Charles  Toppan — Engraver,  (1796-1874)  was(^)  born  in  Newburyport,  Mass.  Feb. 
10,  1796,  and  died  Nov.  20,  1874.  He  was  a nephew  by  marriage  of  Jacob  Perkins  and 
was  a pupil  of  (jideon  Fairman  in  Philadelphia  as  early  as  1814.  His  fellow'  tow'nsman 
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Jacob  Perkins  joined  the  firm  of  MURRAY,  DRAPER,  FAIRMAN  & CO.  in  1816. 
When  Asa  Spencer,  Gideon  Fairman  and  Jacob  Perkins  went  to  England  in  1818, 
Toppan  accompanied  them.  He  probably  returned  with  Spencer  and  Fairman  to  Phila- 
delphia in  July  1822,  and  may  have  continued  with  the  firm  of  MURRAY,  FAIRMAN 
& CO.  and  their  successors.  Stauffer(^)  says  that  upon  the  death  of  Fairman  in  1827 
he  was  admitted  to  the  firm  of  DRAPER,  TOPPAN,  LONGACRE  & CO.  and  Robert 
Noxon  Toppan  (1)  repeats  it,  but  the  directories  show  that  if  so  the  firm’s  name  was 
then  changed  to  DRAPER,  UNDERWOOD  & CO.  In  1829,  he  established  his  own 
business  at  30  S.  7th  St.  and  in  1831  moved  to  28  Sansom  St.,  where  he  remained  until 
1834.  Iri  1835,  he  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  firm  of  DRAPER,  TOPPAN, 
LONGACRE  & CO.,  60  Walnut  St.,  the  other  partners  being  John  Draper  and  James 
Barton  Longacre.  Longacre  withdrew  in  1839,  and  the  firm  name  became  DRAPER, 
7'OPPAN  & CO.  in  new  quarters  at  103  Locust  St.  In  1841  and  1842,  the  offices  were 
at  5 Bank  Place  on  Chestnut  St.  when  the  firm  moved  to  763/2  Walnut  St.  to  remain 
until  1857.  In  1845,  John  Draper  withdrew  to  found  a new  firm  with  Robert  and 
William  Draper  entitled  DRAPER  & COMPANY.  Toppan  in  March  1844  formed 
the  new  firm  of  TOPPAN,  CARPENTER  & COMPANY  at  the  same  address. 

“The  original  (March  1844)  partnership  agreement  for  3 years  and  11  months 
expiring  in  April  1848,  was  signed  by  Charles  Toppan,  Samuel  H.  Carpenter  and 
Henry  E.  Saulnier.  William  C.  Smillie  was  a member  of  the  firm  from  1848  to  i8s7- 
The  U.  S.  Government  contract  for  Postage  Stamps,  of  June  10,  1851,  was  signed  by 
Charles  Toppan,  Samuel  H.  Carpenter,  John  W.  Casilear,  Henry  E.  Saulnier  and 
William  C.  Smillie.  The  records  show  these  same  partners,  without  John  W.  Casilear, 
from  1854  to  1856.  The  Philadelphia  Directory  for  i860  lists  as  members  of  the  firm, 
Charles  Toppan  (New  York),  Joseph  R.  Carpenter,  Henry  E.  Saulnier,  Samuel  H. 
Carpenter  and  Samuel  H.  Carpenter  Jr.” 

John  W.  Casilear  the  eminent  artist  and  engraver,  joined  the  firm  June  ist,  1850, 
but  withdrew  July  6,  1855,  when  after  the  stamp  contract  expired  in  1837.  former 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  123 


135 


firm  name  was  resumed  at  a new  address,  425  Chestnut  St.,  where  they  remained  until 
1859.  In  185H  Charles  Toppan  became  president  of  the  new  AMERICAN  BANK 
NO  IE  CO.  with  offices  in  New  York,  where  he  was  the  president  for  two  years.  Erom 
the  Philadelphia  directories  it  appears  that  he  formed  a new  partnership  on  June  30, 
i8bi  with  Samuel  H.  Carpenter  at  238  S.  3d  St.  which,  however,  seems  to  have  been 
of  very  short  duration.  His  name  had  continued  in  the  old  firm  until  the  government 
contract  for  postage  stamps  expired  on  that  date.  In  May  1870,  he  held  1,733  of  the 
23,501  Shares  voted  at  the  annual  election  of  the  A.  B.  N.  Co.  Toppan  died  in  Italy, 
Nov.  20,  1874. 

“The  U.  S.  Government  probably  required  Charles  Toppan  to  continue  a member 
o f the  firm  of  Toppan,  Carpenter  & Co.,  until  the  postage  stamp  contract  expired  on 
June  10,  1861,  altho  he  was  also  President  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  in  New 
York  from  1858  to  i860  when  he  retired  because  of  ill  health.  He  probably  then  renewed 
his  activity  in  his  old  firm.  I'hus  the  Toppan,  Carpenter  Sc  Co.  dies,  rolls  and  proof 
records,  at  least  of  the  U.  S.  Postage  Stamps,  did  not  go  to  the  American  Bank  Note 
Co.  but  remained  with  Toppan,  Carpenter  & Co.  until  the  expiration  of  their  contract 
June  10,  1861,  when  those  so  required  by  the  contract  were  returned  to  the  Govern- 
ment.” 

The  Articles  of  Association  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  as  of  May  i,  1858 
especially  provided  as  follows: 

“Nothing  in  these  Articles  contained  shall  prevent  Toppan,  Carpenter  &'  Co.  from 
executing  their  contract  for  furnishing  United  States  Postage  Stamps,  and  reserving  from 
this  conveyance  the  machinery,  materials  and  appliances  specially  provided  for  and  appro- 
priated to  that  branch  of  their  present  business;  nor  shall  Toppan,  Carpenter  ^ Co.  nor 
any  of  the  other  parties  hereto,  be  precluded  from  competing  for  a future  contract  with 
said  United  States  Post  Office  Department.” 

Thus  it  is  completely  made  clear  why  the  stamp  dies,  etc.,  of  Toppan,  Carpenter  ^ 
Co.  did  not  go  into  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  but  later  became  the  property  of  one 
of  the  firm,  Joseph  R.  Carpenter  and  his  successors  Butler  Carpenter  and  the  Phila- 
delphia Bank  Note  Co.  It  also  explains  how  Toppan,  Carpenter  ^ Co.,  and  possibly 
others  of  the  firms  then  consolidating  into  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  were  at  liberty 
to  bid  for  the  1861  postage  stamp  contract. 

The  members  of  the  firm  of  Toppan,  Carpenter  ^ Co.  who  consolidated  into  the 
American  Bank  Note  Co.  were  Charles  Toppan,  Samuel  H.  Carpenter,  Henry  E.  Saulnier, 
Charles  T.  Carpenter  and  Samuel  H.  Carpenter,  Jr. 

In  the  Philadelphia  directory  for  1859,  the  AMERICAN  BANK  NOTE  CO.  lists, 
after  its  own  name,  four  other  old  firms  at  other  addresses  which  had  consolidated  into 
the  new  company.  One  of  these  is  TOPPAN,  CARPENTER  & CO.,  425  Chestnut  St. 
This  firm  is,  however,  listed  independently  the  following  year  (i860),  giving  the  names  of 
the  partners  as  before  including  Charles  Toppan  (New  York).  TOPPAN,  CARPEN- 
TER & CO.  are  not  listed  in  1861,  but  Robert  Noxon  Toppan(^)  and  the  A.  B.  N.  CO. 
1859  directory  listing  claim  the  firm  was  consolidated  with  the  new  company.  It  is, 
however,  well  known  that  many,  if  not  all,  of  the  old  firm’s  valuable  stock  of  stamp  dies 
and  transfer  rolls  and  some  record  proofs,  etc.,  were  left  in  the  firm  and  taken  by  the  old 
partner,  Joseph  R.  Carpenter,  into  his  new  firm  of  BUTLER  & CARPENTER.  This 
firm  was  formed  soon  thereafter  and  in  time  to  be  included  in  the  1862  directory  at 
242  Chestnut  St.  Some  of  these  TOPPAN,  CARPENTER  & CO.  dies  and  transfer 
rolls  were  used  in  part  by  Butler  & Carpenter  on  private  revenue  stamps.  Others, 
especially  for  the  1861  postage  essays,  which  were  the  1851-61  contract  designs  with 
numerals  added,  descended  to  the  old  firm’s  successors,  THE  PHILADELPHIA  BANK 
NOl'E  CO.  They  were  purchased  at  its  dissolution  sale  by  the  late  Ernest  Schernikow 
about  1900,  and  included  rolls  of  the  Franklin  Carrier  stamp  of  1851  and  the  numeral 
essays,  of  which  he  had  reprint  and  break-down  proofs  made  in  15  modern  colors. 
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James  Barton  Longacre — Portrait  Engraver  (1794-1869),  was  born  in  Delaware  Co., 
near  the  Philadelphia  City  boundary,  now  Brookline,  on  August  ii,  1794,  and  died  in 
Philadelphia,  January  i,  1869.  J.  B.  Longacre  (originally  Longker)  was  a descendant  of 
one  of  the  early  Swedish  settlers  on  the  Delaware.  He  was  a bright  boy  and  gave  early 
indications  of  artistic  genius,  which  awakened  the  interest  of  John  F.  Watson,  author 
of  “The  Annals  of  Philadelphia,”  who  took  the  lad  into  his  family  and  bookstore.  Later 
he  was  taught  to  engrave  by  George  Murray,  in  Philadelphia.  In  1819,  he  left  Murray 
and  began  engraving  on  his  own  account.  His  earliest  work  was  done  for  S.  F.  Bradford’s 
Encyclopedia  in  1805-18.  He  first  attracted  attention  by  his  admirable  large  plate  of 
Andrew  Jackson,  after  the  portrait  by  Thomas  Sully,  published  in  Philadelphia  in  1820. 
He  soon  found  abundant  employment  in  engraving  portraits  in  the  stipple  manner,  many 
of  them  done  after  his  own  drawings  from  life.  From  1819  to  1831,  he  made  many 
brush  portraits,  some  of  which  were  in  India  ink,  sepia  and  water  color. 

About  1830,  in  connection  with  James  Herring,  the  portrait  painter,  Longacre  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  publishing  from  27  Minor  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  at  $48  and  $60,  hundred 
“National  Portraits  of  Distinguished  Americans,”  a four-volume  series  of  147  biographical 
sketches  of  statement,  military,  and  naval  heroes,  and  professional  men.  In  1851, 
Longacre  wrote  “The  work  was  too  costly  for  the  country  at  the  time  it  was  brought 
cut  and  has  never  paid  the  outlay.” 

These  were  illustrated  by  portraits  and  Longacre  set  the  standard  of  engraving  so 
high,  that  after  employing  the  best  engravers  in  this  country,  he  was  compelled  to  induce 
others  to  come  from  Europe  especially  for  this  purpose.  He  engraved  24  of  these  him- 
self and  drew  many  of  the  originals  for  other  engravers,  and  taken  as  a whole  it  was 
the  best  series  of  portraits  engraved  in  the  United  States  up  to  that  time.  His  painted 
portrait  of  Benjamin  Franklin  in  this  series  is  responsible  for  his  being  credited  by  some 
for  the  vignette  used  on  the  1847  five-cent  stamp.  The  original  engraving  was,  however, 
by  R.  W.  Dodson,  though  it  was  copyrighted  by  J.  B.  Longacre  in  1835.  It  is  the  first 
plate  of  Vol.  II. 

The  large  plates  of  Longacre  are  remarkable  for  their  faithfulness  as  portraits  and 
for  the  beauty  of  their  execution.  The  majority  of  them  are  done  in  the  stipple  manner; 
but  his  large  plate  of  Charles  Carroll,  after  the  painting  by  Chester  Harding,  proves  him 
to  have  been  an  accomplished  line-engraver.  From  1835  to  1839;  was  a member  of 
the  firm  of  DRAPER,  TOPPAN,  LONGACRE  & CO. 

In  1844,  Mr.  Longacre  was  appointed  Engraver  to  the  U.  S.  Mint  in  Philadelphia 
succeeding  Christian  Gobrecht,  and  he  modelled  and  designed  all  U.  S.  coins  from  that 
time,  holding  this  position  until  he  resigned  in  1851.  About  1867,  he  remodelled  all 
the  coin  of  Chile. 

Longacre  called  himself  a portrait  engraver.  He  is  quoted  as  saying,  “The  mere 
‘die  sinker’  is  rarely  an  educated  artist  and  work  called  ‘intaglio’  is  generally  understood 
as  die  sinking,  while  work  In  ‘cameo’  is  equally  artistic  and  more  laborious.  The  Director 
of  the  Alint  should  be  a designer  and  modeller.”  He  died  January  i,  1869. 

(To  be  continued) 


The  fifth  stamp  in  the  series  on  Irish  contemporary  art,  Issued  Aug.  9,  1973, 
features  a painting  “Berlin  Blues  I”  by  William  Scott.  His  work,  adapted  for  the 
stamp  by  his  son  Robert,  is  described  as  influenced  by  an  austere  upbringing  and  Celtic 
heritage.  Fo  the  philistine  it  looks  like  a collection  of  old  soup  bones  and  bow  ties. 
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In  Reply  To  - 

“Auction  Accents”,  EPJ  No.  122,  Page  85 

By  HERMAN  HERST,  JR. 

IN  HER  account  of  a New  York  auction  sale  of  essays  and  proofs,  Mrs.  Lynne  S. 
Warm  mentions  an  incident  that  happens  more  often  than  it  should  in  stamp 
auctions. 

An  auction  lot  was  knocked  down  to  a mail  bidder  at  $145  and  another  at  $150. 
Fifteen  minutes  later  a room  bidder  “woke  up”  and  realized  that  he  had  missed  a 
couple  of  bargains,  and  he  asked  that  the  lots  be  reopened  for  bidding. 

Mrs.  Warm  recounts,  “As  they  had  been  sold  to  the  book  rather  than  to  the  floor 
[the  auctioneer],  with  the  consent  of  the  bidders  in  the  room,  acceded  to  the  request.” 

I would  respectfully  ask  what  interest  the  bidders  in  the  room  had  in  the  matter 
since  at  the  time  the  lot  came  up,  not  one  had  indicated  any  interest  in  it.  Did  anyone 
think  to  consult  the  mail  bidders  who  had  actually  bought  the  lots,  and  who  for  15 
minutes  had  actual  title  to  them  (ownership  passes  at  the  drop  of  the  auction  hammer)  ? 

In  this  reader’s  opinion,  the  original  buyers  of  these  lots  owned  them,  and  taking 
them  away  from  them,  without  their  consent,  when  the  bidding  was  free,  open  and 
above  board,  was  an  act  that  at  the  very  least  should  give  them  ample  reason  to 
complain. 

Mrs.  Warm’s  account  would  make  it  seem  that  in  taking  the  lots  away  from  the 
actual  buyers  without  their  consent,  those  conducting  the  sale  were  acting  in  the  best 
interests  of  all  concerned.  That  a veteran  auction-goer  as  Mrs.  Warm  should  not  see 
the  unfairness  of  the  situation  is  shocking. 

Report  of  Auctioe  Sales  of 
Essays  and  Proofs 

Auctioneers  desiring  their  sales  reported  should  send  prices  realized  to; 

Kenneth  Minuse,  1236  Grand  Concourse,  New  York,  NY  10456  for  sales  of 
British  North  America  essays  and  proofs. 

Falk  Finkelburg,  P.  O.  Box  237,  Coram,  NY  11727  for  sales  of  United  States 
essays  and  proofs. 

When  sales  are  not  reported,  no  prices  realized  were  received  or  items  were 
imperfect  or  not  important. 

Auction  catalogs  should  illustrate  all  essays  not  illustrated  in  standard  catalogs. 
The  essay  and  proof  numbers  are  Scott’s  stamp  numbers  with  E.  P.  S.  catalog  ab- 
breviations. See  E.  P.  S.  Catalog  definitions  in  every  Journal  Catalog.  U.  S.  essay 
numbers  are  from  Brazer’s  Catalog  of  Essays  for  U.  S.  Stamps  and  its  addenda. 

ALL  DESCRIPTIONS  ARE  FROM  THE  AUCTIONEER’S  CATALOGS. 

United  States 

Reported  by  Falk  Finkelburg 

Robert  A.  Siegel,  New  York,  N.Y.  Sale  of  March  14,  1974 

ESSAYS  FOR  POSTMASTERS’  PROVISIONALS 

5c  Black,  Albany  Postmaster,  Gavit  Die  Essay  on  India  (IXaEb). 

Reduced  to  stamp  size  as  often,  small  thin  spot E.  VI  70.00 
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ESSAYS  FOR  1851  ISSUES 
ATTRIBUTED  TO  GAVIT  & CO. 

3c  Blue,  Gavit  Die  Essay  on  Bond  (Brazer  33E-Cb).  Very  Fine  E.  V 

DRAPER,  WELSH  & CO. 


3c  Scarlet  (Mason  5),  Die  Essay  on  Bond  (Brazer  33E-Gd). 

iy4"xlV2",  Very  Fine  E.  IV 

3c  Black  (Mason  5),  Die  Essay  on  Ivory  Paper  (Brazer  33E-Ge). 

Very  Fine E.  V 


BALD,  COUSLAND  & CO^ 


3c  Green  (Mason  7),  Die  Essay  on  India  (Brazer  33E-Ia),  l%"x 

2",  not  die  sunk  on  card,  minor  paper  translucency.  Very  Fine  E.  VI 
3c  Black  (Mason  7),  Die  Essay  on  India  (Brazer  33E-Ia). 

1 ll/16"x2",  not  die  sunk  on  card.  Very  Fine  Rare E.  VI 

TOPPAN,  CARPENTER,  CASILEAR  & CO. 

3c  Washington,  Black,  Orange,  Brown,  Deep  Green  Die  Essays  on 

Proof  Paper  (Brazer  33E-Ob).  Very  Fine  E.  VI 

Ic  Blue,  Franklin  Die  Essays  on  Proof  Paper  (Brazer  55E-Aa, 
d,  h,  n).  The  Progressive  Series.  Vignette  Only  to  Completed 
Design,  hinge  marks  show  through  but  far  from  designs. 

Very  Fine  E.  VII 

3c  Carmine,  Numeral  Die  Essay,  Complete  Design  on  India 
(Brazer  56E-Ah).  35mmx40mm,  Very  Fine,  Rare,  only  three 

are  believed  to  exist  E.  X 

5c  Dark  Brown,  Jefferson  Die  Essay,  Complete  Design  of  India. 

Die  II  (Brazer  57E-Aq).  Cut  to  shape  as  always,  trivial  cor- 
ner crease,  otherwise  Very  Fine E.  VII 

12c  Black,  Washington  Die  Essays  on  Proof  Paper  (Brazer  59E- 
Aa,  d,  f).  Vignette,  with  Labels,  Framed  with  Blank  Rosettes, 

tiny  thin  speck  in  margin  of  one.  Very  Fine E.  VI 

12c  Black,  Washington  Die  Essay,  Complete  Design  on  India 
(Brazer  59E-Aa).  Cut  to  design  as  always.  Margins  Clear  of 

Design  All  Around,  Very  Fine  E.  VII 

24c  Lilac,  Washington  Die  Essays  on  Proof  Paper  (Brazer  60E- 
Aa,  d,  f,  k).  Vignette,  with  Oval  Label,  Framed  without  Nu- 
merals, Complete  Design,  couple  trivial  thins  in  last,  other- 
wise Very  Fine  E.  VI 

24c  Lilac,  Washington  Die  Essay,  Complete  Design  on  India 
(Brazer  60E-Aj).  Cut  to  shape  as  always.  Margins  Clear  De- 
sign, V.  F E.  VII 

90c  Dark  Blue,  Washington  Die  Essays  on  Proof  Paper  (Brazer 
62E-Aa,  c,  e,  k).  Vignette,  Framed  with  Blank  Labels,  Framed 

with  Top  Label,  Complete  Design,  Very  Fine  E.  V 

90c  Dark  Blue,  Washington  Die  Essay,  Complete  Design  on  India 
(Brazer  62E-Aj).  Cut  to  shape  as  always.  Margins  Clear 
Design,  V.  F E.  VII 

ESSAYS  FOR  1869  ISSUE 

24c  Black,  Pictorial  Plate  Essay  on  Dull  Yellowish  Tinted  Paper 

(Brazer  120E-Ce).  Very  Fine  E.  V 

24c  Black,  Pictorial  Plate  Essay  on  India  (Brazer  120E-Ch).  Card 

mounted.  Very  Fine - E.  VI 

30c  Black,  “Burgoyne”  Plate  Essay  on  Pale  Grayish  Tinted  Paper 

(Brazer  121E-Ck).  Very  Fine  E.  V 

30c  Black,  “Burgoyne”  Die  Essay  on  India  (Brazer  121E-Ca). 

Reduced  to  stamp  size.  Large  Margins,  Very  Fine  E.  VII 

90c  Black  & Blue,  Pictorial  Plate  Essay  (Brazer  122E-Cc).  V.  F.  E.  V 

90c  Pale  Orange  Red  & Black  Pictorial  Plate  Essay  (Brazer 

122E-CC).  Very  Fine  E.  V 


LATER  ESSAYS 

lc-2c,  12c-24c,  30c-90c  Combination  Frame  Die  Essays  on  Proof 
Paper  (Brazer  182F-Aa  two,  188aE-Aa  four,  191E-Aa  two). 


80.00 

42.50 

67.50 

50.00 

50.00 

90.00 

190.00 

425.00 

110.00 

135.00 

105.00 

140.00 

85.00 

150.00 

85.00 

85.00 

95.00 

80.00 

85.00 

85.00 

85.00 
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Diff.  Colors,  few  faint  thin  spots  in  margins,  otherwise 

Very  Fine  - E.  VII 


ESSAYS  FOR  ENVELOPE  STAMPS 

4c  Grant,  Artist’s  Essay,  Diamond  Shaped  Pencil  Drawing,  not 

adopted,  on  Small  card.  Very  Fine,  Unique  

4c  Grant,  Artist’s  Essay  in  pencil,  not  adopted,  on  small  card,  ms. 
notations  about  changes  to  be  made,  on  overleaf.  Very  Fine, 

Unique  

4c  Grant,  Artist’s  Drawing  in  pencil  on  small  card,  “Approved, 

Jan.  27,  1903”  in  ms..  Very  Fine,  Unique  

2c  Columbian,  Artist’s  Drawing  in  pencil,  “Design  approved  by 
Postmaster  General,  Nov.  30,  1892,  ADH”  in  pencil  ms.. 

Very  Fine,  Unique  

2,  3c  1883  Artist  Essays,  Five  Different,  Washington  Head 
mounted  on  three,  drawn  in  pencil  on  other  two.  Beautiful 

and  Very  Fine,  probably  Unique,  Unlisted  in  Thorp  

3c  Shield,  Embossed  Essays  (Thorp  44).  Fourteen  Diff.  Cut 

Squares,  Very  Fine Thorp  350.00 

3c  Liberty,  Surface  Printed  Essay,  Six  Diff.  inch  Colors,  Sizes, 

similar  to  Brazer  85E-G,  F.-V.F.,  Unlisted  in  Thorp  

3c  National  Bank  Note  Co.,  Engraved  Essays  (Thorp  64).  37 
Complete  Envelopes,  incl.  3 Albinos,  Variety  of  Sizes,  Colors, 

Papers,  a few  bit  soiled Thorp  925.00 

Ic  Red,  Purple  on  White,  Surface  Printed  Essay  (Thorp  65a,  65c). 

Complete  Envelopes,  153x89mm,  sealed  flaps.  Very  Fine  ....  60.00 

lc-90c  Reay  Essays  for  Official  Stationery,  Seven  Diff.  Values, 
each  with  Diff.  Department  design  drawn  around  stamp.  Full 

Corners,  Very  Fine,  Unlisted  in  Thorp  

lc-15c  Reay,  Trial  Color  Proofs,  Nine  Diff.,  incl.  two  Shades  of  3c, 

12c,  all  from  partially  trimmed  Dies  Ic,  15c  cut  to  shape  and 
mounted  on  envelopes.  Very  Fine,  several  values  are  Unlisted 

in  Thorp 

lc-90c  Reay  Die  Proofs,  Ten  Diff.  Values,  Cut  to  shape  and  mount- 
ed on  Die  Sunk  Cards  to  resemble  Large  Die  Proofs,  Very 

Fine,  Unlisted  in  Thorp  

3c  Centennial,  Trial  Color  Proofs,  Die  I,  II,  Cut  Square  (Thorp 
91,  92).  Two  of  first,  eight  of  last,  all  Diff.,  one  has  tiny  thin  in 

margin,  others  Very  Fine,  Unpriced  in  Thorp  

2c  Green,  Trial  Color  Proofs  (Thorp  96).  Six  Diff.  Entires  Stapled 

in  two  sets  of  three,  otherwise  Very  Fine Thorp  90.00 

2c  Violet  on  White,  Columbian  Essay  (Thorp  110a).  Complete 
Envelope,  Laid,  no  wmk.,  with  corner  impression.  Very  Fine 

Thorp  50.00 

2c  Interior  Department,  Surface  Printed  Essay  (Thorp  725). 

Five  Diff.  Complete  Envelopes,  ms.  Specimen,  F.-V.F.  . . Thorp  500.00-1- 
Red  on  Brown,  Newspaper  Wrapper  Essay  (Thorp  750).  95x224mm 

on  Kraft  Paper,  Very  Fine Thorp  50.00 

3c  Newspaper  Wrapper  Essay  Type  Watermark  (Thorp  750  var). 

Four  Envelopes,  Diff.  Papers,  showing  this  wmk.,  designed  to 
serve  as  3c  Entires,  sealed  flaps.  Very  Fine,  Unlisted  in  Thorp 

REVENUES 

$2.00  Probate  of  Will,  Orange  Frame,  Black  on  Greenish  Center, 

Orange  on  Greenish,  Black  Center,  Composite  Large  Die  Trial 
Color  Proof  on  Wove  (R83TC).  Block,  top  Pair  as  First,  bottom 
Pair  as  Last,  with  Full  Imprint,  Fresh  & Extremely  Fine, 

Possibly  Unique,  Unlisted  

$50.00  U.S.I.R.,  Orange  Frame,  Black  on  Greenish  Center,  Large 
Die  Trial  Color  Proof  on  Wove  (RIOITC).  Block,  with  Full 
Imprint,  Fresh  & Extremely  Fine,  Possibly  Unique,  Unlisted 
50c-$5.00  Green  & Black,  Proprietary,  Large  Die  Composite  Proof 
on  Proof  Paper  (RB8P-RB10P).  Another  50c  has  been  added 
in  place  of  original,  few  small  creases,  couple  tiny  thin  ^ots 
in  margin,  nevertheless  Fresh  & Very  Fine  Possibly  Unique, 

Unlisted  


E.  XIV 
E.  XIV 

E.  XV 
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90.00 

115.00 
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260.00 
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140.00 

575.00 

60.00 

180.00 

200.00 

300.00 

180.00 

130.00 
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Oct.  28,  1970  Arnold  Copeland  & 6c  Anti-Pollution  Issue  (Save  Our  Water)  Printed  by  Gravure  Process 

Walter  DuBois  Richards 
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AUCTION  REPORT — Continued  from  Page  139 

PROOFS 
1847  ISSUE 

5c  Red  Brown,  10c  Black,  Reproductions,  Plate  Proofs  on  India 
(3P-4P).  Margin  Blocks,  10c  Prominent  Plate  Scratch  Across 
Top  Pair,  one  5c  minute  faint  thin  speck,  still  Very  Fine  ....  620.00  500.00 

5c-10c  Green,  1847  Designs,  Atlanta  Trial  Color  Proofs  (3TC- 

4TC).  Very  Fine  170.00  150.00 

5c-10c  Scarlet,  1847  Designs,  Atlanta  Trial  Color  Proofs  (3TC- 

4TC).  Very  Fine  170.00  150.00 

5c-10c  Blue,  1847  Designs,  Atlanta  Trial  Color  Proofs  (3TC-4TC). 

Very  Fine  170.00  170.00 

1851-1860  ISSUES 

lc-90c  1857  Reprints,  Plate  Proofs  on  India  (40P-47P).  Cpl.  Set 

in  Blocks,  one  3c  pinpoint  thin  speck,  still  Very  Fine 955.00  950.00 

1861-67  ISSUES 

5c  Brown,  “First  Design,”  Plate  Proof  on  India  (57P).  Vertical 
Margin  Pair,  trivial  toning,  mostly  on  back,  otherwise  Very 

Fine  115.00+  105.00 

lc-90c  1861  Issue,  Plate  Proofs  on  Card  (63P,  65P,  68P-69P,  71P- 

72P,  76P,  78P).  Very  Fine  83.50  95.00 

Ic  1861  Issue,  “Wycoff  Patent’  (Water  Color  Ink)  Trial  Color 
Proofs  on  Perforated  & Gummed  Stamp  Paper  (63TC).  Eight 
Diff.  Shades,  Two  Unlisted  (Olive  Green  & Dull  Rose).  The 
Dark  Blue  & Light  Blue  which  are  in  this  group  are  Virtually 

Indistinguishable  from  the  Issued  Stamps E.  VII  110.00 

Ic  Deep  Red  Orange,  Trial  Color  Plate  Proof,  Imperforate 

(63TC).  Block,  Very  Fine,  Unpriced  in  Multiples 24.00+  32.50 

Ic  1861  Issue,  Trial  Color  Plate  Proofs,  Imperforate  (63TC). 

Blocks,  Five  Diff.  Colors,  Fresh,  one  stamp  has  sealed  tear, 

others  Very  Fine 120.00  125.00 

5c  Buff,  “Panama-Pacific”  Small  Die  Proof  (67P).  Slight  toning 

as  always.  Very  Fine  350.00  550.00 

3c  Scarlet,  Plate  Proof  on  India  (74P).  Block,  Very  Fine 160.00  170.00 

15c  Black,  Large  Die  Proof  on  Light  Buff  Proof  Paper  (77P).  Die 

Sunk  on  5%"x9"  Card,  Very  Fine 400.00  300.00 

24c  Lilac,  “Panama-Pacific”  Small  Die  Proof  (78P).  Faint  toning 

as  always.  Very  Fine  250.00  220.00 

1869  PICTORIAL  ISSUE 

lc-90c  Pictorials,  Plate  Proofs  on  India  (112P-117P,  119P-122P, 

129P).  Cpl.  Set  as  Issued,  Large  Margins,  Ic  Plate  No.  Single, 

2c  Sheet  Margin,  24c  Part  Imprint  Margin,  Very  Fine 334.50  375.00 

lc-90c  Pictorials,  Plate  Proofs  on  India  (112P-117P,  119P-122P, 

129P).  Blocks,  Cpl.  Set  as  Issued,  few  very  trivial  thin  specks, 

nevertheless  Very  Fine 1,627.50  1,550.00 

15c-90c  1869  Pictorials,  Inverted  Centers,  Flags,  Plate  Proofs  on 
Card  (120Pa-122Pa,  129Pa).  Very  Fine,  Only  100  of  Each 
Printed  3,200.00  3,000.00 

BANK  NOTE  ISSUES 

2c  Red  Brown,  4c  Green,  Small  Die  Proofs  (210P-211P).  Mount- 
ed on  Gray  Cards,  Very  Fine 90.00  90.00 

Ic  Ultramarine,  Large  Die  Proof  (212P).  Die  Sunk  on  41/1  "x5%" 

Card,  Autographed  by  Geo.  H.  Seymour  & Alfred  Jones,  Very 

Fine 350.00  325.00 

lc-3c  Bank  Notes,  Small  Die  Proofs  (212P-214P).  Mounted  on 

Gray  Cards,  Very  Fine 142.50  120.00 

lc-90c  1890  Issue,  Large  Die  Hybrid  Proofs  (219P-219D-P,  221P- 
229P).  All  Values  Represented,  Die  Sunk  on  5y4"x8"  Cards, 

Very  Fine  131.00+  170.00 


(To  be  concluded) 
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By  Kennei'h  Minuse,  Secretary 
1236  Grand  Concourse,  Bronx,  NY  10456 

Members  Admitted 


‘330 

Hooper,  Capt.  John  W. 

1342 

Lawson,  Arthur  M, 

'33' 

Coland,  Henry  H. 

*343 

Wiesmann,  William 

'332 

Silver,  Dr.  Herman 

*344 

Laurence,  Michael 

■333 

Walter,  George  H. 

1345 

Vora,  Ravindra  R. 

'334 

Radcliff,  Col.  John  B.  W. 

*346 

Schreiber,  Jim 

'335 

Riede,  Walter  E. 

*347 

Miller,  Charles  D. 

'33fi 

Gaylord,  Henry 

*348 

Crowe,  W.  T. 

'337 

Royer,  Martell  B. 

1349 

Brower,  Zelton 

1338 

Wessels,  PTed  Jr. 

1350 

Higee,  Everett,  Jr. 

'339 

Trettin,  Kenneth 

*35* 

Denison,  John  C. 

'340 

Jackson,  IVIiss  Frances 

*352 

Corette,  Thomas 

*34* 

Ward,  Mrs.  R.  U. 

*353 

Carlson,  Richard 

Applications  Received 

1354  Farr,  John  T.,  Dept,  of  Political  Science,  Univ.  of  Nebraska  at  Omaha,  Nebraska  68101 

(U.  S.  Proofs)  by  Kenneth  Minuse 

135s  Rosenbloom,  Dr.  Nathan,  2130  Hawthorne  Blvd.,  Torrance,  Calif.  90503  (U.  S.  Proofs, 

Maps  & Red  Cross)  by  Kenneth  Minuse 

1356  Cassam,  Brian  N.,  Box  8,  Rockton,  111.  61072  (Monaco,  Liberia  & Ethiopia)  by  Kenneth 

M inuse 

1357  Adams,  Larry,  969  Park  Circle,  Boone,  Iowa  50036  (Paper  .Money,  CheicJcs,  Certificates, 

Engraving  & Research)  by  Thomas  F.  Morris 

1358  Lee,  James  Ernest,  2138  N.  Bissell  Street,  Chicago,  111.  60614  (U.  S.  i86i  Issues)  by 

Kenneth  Minuse 

*359  Toomey,  Lawrence  T.,  7235  Guilford  Road,  Upper  Darby,  Pa.  19082  (U.  S.  1847-1890) 

by  Kenneth  Minuse 

1360  Rote,  Gerard  T.,  Jr.,  310  Broadway,  San  Antonio,  Texas  78205  (19th  Century  U.  S.  Proofs) 

by  Dr.  Howard  S.  Friedman 

1361  Towe,  Ross,  1003  S.  Mattis,  Apt.  r-8.  Champaign,  111.  61821  (Postal  Stationery,  Chile)  by 

Kenneth  Minuse 

1362  Koerber,  Roger,  605  Northland  Towers,  West,  Southfield,  Mich.  48075  (Austria)  by  Kenneth 

Minuse 

Change  of  Address 

1256  Jung,  I’aul  T.,  to  7 Curiosity  Ct.,  Walkersville,  Md.  21973 

Deceased 

C4  Morris,  Thomas  F. 

Enumeration  of  Membership 

Net  Membership  in  this  Journ.vl  No.  123  369 

Non-Member  subscribers  30 


Call  for  Amiiual  Meeting 

As  directed  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  I hereby  call  the  Annual  Meeting  of 
The  Essay-Proof  Society  and  announce  it  as  required  by  the  Society’s  By-Laws. 

The  Annual  Meeting  for  1974  shall  be  held  at  the  Collectors  Club,  22  East 
35th  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  9,  1974,  at  8:00  P.M.  and 
will  be  in  session  until  all  business  which  may  lawfully  come  before  the  meeting 
shall  have  been  transacted. 

The  election  of  Directors  to  replace  those  whose  terms  expire  and  any  other 
business  as  is  provided  for  in  Article  III  of  the  Society’s  By-Laws  shall  constitute 
the  Agenda. 

Kenneth  Mlnuse,  Secretary. 
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There* s No  Substitute 

FOR  KNOWLEDGE! 

There*s  No  Substitute 

FOR  EXPERIENCE! 

There *s  No  Substitute  c 

FOR  INTEGRITY! 

There *s  No  Substitute 

FOR  CASH! 

AND  THERE’S  NO  SUBSTITUTE 
J'OA 

WHEN  IT  COMES  TO  SELLING  YOUR  STAMPS! 

diobnAi  O..  Sisxfsd,  9m:. 

TEL.  (212)  753-6421  ESTABLISHED  44  YEARS 

120  EAST  56t4i  STREET  NEW  YORK,  NY  10022 


The  Essays  Proof  Society 
Fulblicatioiis  Available 

The  Essays  and  Proofs  of 
British  North  America 

204  pages  bound  in  a hard  cover 
Over  5,000  different  priced  listings 
370  illustrations  of  essays  and 
progressive  die  proofs 

Price  $15.00  postpaid 

Available  from: 

KENNETH  MINUSE 

1236  Grand  Concourse 
New  York,  N.  Y.  10456 

Back  Issues  of 

The  Essays  Proof  Joamal 

are  also  available  and  sold  by  Mr.  Minuse. 
Send  your  want  list  to  him  for  information 
about  availability  and  price. 


WANTED  TO  BUY 


Proof  bank  notes  — books  — En- 
gravings — vignettes  of  any  bank 
note  company. 

Bureau  of  engraving  books,  vi- 
gnettes etc. 

Counterfeit  detectors  — Heath, 
Ormsby,  etc. 

Documents  pertaining  to  banknote 
companies,  engravers,  etc. 

Please  forward  your  material,  to- 
gether with  price. 

If  accepted  we  will  promptly  air 
mail  check. 

James  Incorporated 

P.  O.  Box  18088,  Louisville,  Ky.  40218 
Telephone  502-459-8774 


Rare  Proofs 


#40LITC5  (3c  City  Des.  Post)  Reprints 
From  Orig.  Die,  on  Colored  Papers,  set  of 
4,  Rare  $750 

#13P1  (10c,  Ty.  I)  Large  Die  Proof,  Su- 
perb, Very  Rare  $650 

#112-22P2a  (1869  Pan-Pac.  Small  Die 
Proofs)  Superb,  except  30c  V.F.,  Very 
Rare  - possibly  only  comp,  set  existing, 
P.F.  Certs.  Cat.  $4,650-1-1-  $6,500 

#125S-B*  (3c  Reissue  - “Specimen” 

Ovpt. ) V.F.  O.C.,  Reperf  left,  unlisted  in 
Scott,  Very  Rare  - Possibly  Unique,  P.F. 
Cert $850 

#126S-B*  (6d  Reissue  - “Specimen” 

Ovpt.)  Extremely  Fine,  O.C.,  unlisted  in 
Scott,  Very  Rare  - Possibly  Unique  $950 

#129,  120-22P4a  (15c,  24c,  30c,  90c  - 
1869  - Inverted  Centers)  V.F.  to  Superb, 
Cat.  $3,2004-  $3,200 

#219-29P1  (1890  Large  Die  Proofs)  Ex- 
tremely Fine,  Very  Slight  Age  Stains, 
Cat.  $1,5954-  $1,250 

#239TC4  (30c  Col.  - Black  Trial  Color) 
Bot.  Imprint  & Plate  No.  Block  of  10  - 
only  2 known.  Superb  Beauty!  ....$2,500 

#247,  250,  253-63P1  (1894  Large  Die 
Proofs)  6"  X 8"  Cards,  some  slight  toned 
sp)Ots,  Very  Fine  overall.  Rare,  Cat.  $785 

$585 

#247-63P2a  (1894  - Pan  Pac.  - Small  Die 
Proofs)  V.F.,  usual  age  toning  P.F.  Cert, 
on  #263,  Very  Rare,  Cat.  $3,0004- 

$2,500 

#279,  280-4P2a  (1898  - Pan  Pac.  - Small 
Die  Proofs)  V.F. 4*,  usual  age  toning,  Very. 
Rare,  P.F.  Cert,  on  #284,  Cat.  $1,3504- 

$1,000 


WHAT  ELSE  DO  YOU  NEED  IN  U.S. 
PROOFS  OR  ESSAYS? 

Satisfaction  or  Immediate  Refund 
Gladly  Sent  on  Approval  with  References 
Installment  Payment  Terms  If  Desired 

(No  Interest  or  Carrying  Charges) 

JACK  E.  MOLESWORTH,  INC. 

APS  88  BEACON  STREET 

SPA  BOSTON,  MASS.  02108  A 

CSA  Phone  (617)  523-2522  .ADK 


Robson  Lowe 
International 

Sell  Your  Stamps  Where 
They  Sell  Best. 

On  8th  June — a one  day  auction  of  European 
material,  mainly  Lornhardy-Venetia  realised 
£456,463  in  basle. 


The  next  sale  in  Europe  will  be  held  in 
STOCKHOLM  when  on  the  25th  September  a 
fine  collection  of  Scandinavia  will  be  offered 
at  the  Stockholmia  Exhibition. 


From  the  16th-18th  October  we  shall  be  in 
BASLE  when  the  “Bierer”  Austrian  cancella- 
tions, some  Lombardy-V enetia,  the  “Bertal- 
an^y”  early  German  and  Italian  postal  his- 
tory, the  “Alex  Droar”  Russia,  some  mint 
classic  British  Empire,  Malta  and  the  “Wong” 
China  will  fill  four  days. 


In  August  and  October  there  will  be  sales  of 
Australiana  and  Pacific  Islands  in  MEL- 
BOURNE. 


There  will  be  several  auctions  in  LONDON  in 
September  including  British  Empire  and 
Great  Britain,  in  October  Americana,  Over- 
seas and  Rhodesia  and  in  November  British 
West  Indies,  Persia  and  Great  Britain. 


BOURNEMOUTH  will  have  a fine  general  sale 
on  the  hist  Friday  of  each  month  with  the 
addition  of  Revenue  Stamps  on  the  5th 
September  and  28  November.  Also  Postal 
History  on  the  8th  November. 


ESSAYS  AND  PROOFS  ARE  A REGULAR  FEATURE 
IN  MOST  OF  OUR  SALES. 

Head  Office:  50  Pall  Mall,  London  SW1  Y5JZ 

England. 

Cables:  “Stamps  London  SW'l” 

Telex:  915  410 
V.A.T.  No.  239/4486131. 


YOU’RE 

ON  THE 

BIG  BOARD 

AF 


Sell  through  Harrnej  s and  get 

Concise  and  Experienced  Auction 
Programming, 

with  full  consideration  to  timing, 
competitive  auctions  and  philatelic 
attractions. 

Professionally  Produced  Auction 
Catalogues, 

Liberally  illustrated;  produced  hy 
the  Publicity  Department  of 
Harmers. 

An  International  Clientele, 

based  on  the  three  mailing  lists  of 
H.  R.  Ilarmer,  Inc.,  (New  York), 
H.  R.  Ilarmer  Ltd.  (London)  and 
H.  R.  Harmer  Australia  Pty.,  Ltd.. 
(Sydney,  Australia),  brought  to- 
gether over  decades  of  service  and 
satisfaction. 

Extensive  IVorld-Wide  Advertising, 

generous  at  all  times,  directed  to  areas  of  particular  interest  relative  to  the  auction’s 
contents. 

Top  Specialist  Descrihers, 

with  some  200  years  of  professional  philately  between  them. 

Eull  Insurance  at  all  Times, 

including  transit  insurance  and  “on  premises”  coverage. 

Free  Appraisals  to  Vendors, 

not  wishful  thinking,  but  factual. 

Cuaranteed  Minimum  Realizations, 

based  on  appraisal  figures  (for  a small  additional  charge). 

Advance  Payments  on  Request,  Prompt  Settlements, 

up  to  60%,  based  on  appraisal.  five  weeks  after  the  auction. 

And  All  These  Af  The  Normal  Recognized  Commission  Rales! 

We  have  an  excellent  descriptive  booklet  “Modern  Methods  of  Philatelic  Selling”  which  we 

will  be  happy  to  send  gratis. 

H.  R.  HARMER,  INC. 

Ihe  International  Stamp  Auctioneers 

6 WEST  48th  STREET,  NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  10036 

Telephone:  (212)  757-4460  (3  lines)  Cable:  Harmersale,  New  York 


